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Mariana Maksimovié
Milan Blagojevic
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Religious Beliefs, Social Values and
Business Culture

The last decades of the 20th century and the first of the 21st cen-
tury have been full of crises. Since the oil crisis in the 1980s, crises have
become more frequent globally. Some of them included the Asian crisis,
world economic crisis 2007-8, crises caused by various types of infec-
tious diseases, then the COVID 19 pandemic, and finally the gas crisis
and inflation crisis, which we are currently experiencing. Also, the crisis
of the relations between the USA and China which is on the rise, and
that of the relations between the USA and Russia which is returning to
the geopolitical scene, have intensified and represent a great challenge
for the countries and their international relations. Also, all these affects
the peace in certain regions, the existence of people, as well as their
social and economic status.

Historically, religion has played a major role in shaping states and
their societies. Also, religion influenced the development of many so-
cial values, and was translated into labor relations and business culture.
There are countries where religious values are woven into business cul-
ture and work ethics. These are, for example, Japan, whose business
culture originated under the influence of women, and Germany, whose
business culture has been based on Protestant ethics. These are con-
nected by discipline, dedication to work, precision and accuracy, and the
Fact that these countries do not allow religious beliefs to be relativized,
or reduced to populist phrases, so as not to lose the essence and signif-
icance for human existence.
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The Forum for Religious Issues
(FOREL) i1s a research group from
the Institute of Social Scienc-
es in Belgrade. It creates and
implements religious research
projects, both independently

and in collaboration with oth-
er specialized scientific in-
stitutions in the country and
abroad. FOREL’s core activity 1is
the scientific, theoretical and
experiential exploration of the
religious phenomenon in its many
manifestations. FOREL brings
together and manages researchers
and associates of the Institute
of Social Sciences as well as
external associates, and di-
rects their research attention
to the study of contemporary
religious phenomena and process-
es from various scientific points
of view such as sociological,
philosophical, anthropological,
political, legal, etc. Based on
its research, FOREL informs the
scientific and the general pub-
lic about its findings at inter-
national scientific meetings and
organizes international scientif-
ic conferences, roundtable dis-
cussions and forums.
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