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PREEMPECTIVE AND PREVENTIVE USE OF MILITARY FORCE 
IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Summary: We are witnessing that there are numerous divisions of wars in different 
types of classification: according to the character and form of war, according to the area of 
the control and scope of use of warfare and weapons, according to the type of weapons, 
goals, duration, generation of wars, but also many others. However, in this specific paper in 
the focus of our interest are two characteristic types of offensive war: preemptive and 
preventive war. 

Therefore, the subject of this work will be precisely the issues of conceptual 
determination, characteristics, mutual differences, goals, legal aspects, and (political) 
consequences of conducting preemptive and preventive war carried out on the most 
characteristic examples from the closer and further history of international relations. 

The aim of the work is systematization of the existing theoretical and practical 
knowledge on the key aspects of the preventive and preventive use of military force in 
international relations. It will be systematized and in that way it will provide a modest 
contribution to the better and more complete understanding of this very current, but still 
insufficiently explored areas. 

Key words: military force, war, warfare, international relations, preventive war 
 
 
 
 
 
 


