INSTITUTE
OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
ance

THE 8TH ANNUAL

Religious Education
Religiosity of Young People

SREBRNO JEZERO, 8-9 SEPTEMBER 2023

ORGANIZED BY

The Institute of Social Sciences, Belgrade
Forum for Religious Issues and Center for Sociological and Anthropological Research

The Center for Empirical Research of Religion, Novi Sad



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND RELIGIOSITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE



Published by

Institute of Social Sciences
Institute of National Significance
for the Republic of Serbia
Belgrade, 2023

Publisher

Goran Basic¢

Organizing Committee
Natasa Jevtic¢
Emilija Miji¢

Ljiliana Cumura

ISBN-978-86-7093-269-2

International Program Committee

Mirko Blagojevi¢, Ph.D. Head of FOREL, Principal Research
Fellow, ISS, Belgrade;

Goran Basi¢, Ph.D. Director of the ISS, Principal Research
Fellow, ISS, Belgrade;

Suzana Ignjatovi¢, Ph.D. Senior Research Associate, ISS,
Belgrade;

Zorica Kuburi¢, Ph.D. Full Professor, Center for Empirical
Researches of Religion, Novi Sad;

Zlatko Mati¢, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Faculty of
Orthodox Theology, University of Belgrade, Belgrade;

Zeljko Pavi¢; Ph.D. Associate Professor, Vice-Dean for
Research and International Cooperation Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences Josip Juraj Strossmayer
University of Osijek, Croatia;

Vladimir Bakrac, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Faculty of
Philosophy, Niksi¢, Montenegro;

RuZzica Cacanoska, Ph.D. Principal Research Fellow,
Institute for Sociological, Political and Juridical Research
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, University in Skopje, Republic
North Macedonia;

Sergey Lebedev, Ph.D. Professor, Institute of Social
Sciences and Mass Communication, Faculty of Theology
and Social Sciences, Belgorod State and Research
University, Belgorod, Russian Federation;

Nonka Bogomilova, Ph.D. Principal Research Fellow,
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Sofia, Bulgaria;

Emil Hilton Saggau, Ph.D. Research Fellow, Lund
University, Lund, Sweden;

Paul Mojzes, Ph.D. Retired Full-Time Professor, Rosemont
College, PA, USA;

Natasa Jovanovi¢ Ajzenhamer, Ph.D. Assistant Professor,
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Belgrade;

Ivana Arsi¢, Ph.D. Research Associate, ISS, Belgrade;
Vladimir Mentus, Ph.D. Research Associate, ISS, Belgrade;
Nena Vasojevi¢, Ph.D. Research Associate, ISS, Belgrade;

Ivana Ostoji¢, Ph.D. Research Associate, ISS, Belgrade.



INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Belgrade

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION AND
RELIGIOSITY OF
YOUNG PEOPLE

(Annual International Scientific Conference)

BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

INSTITUTE
OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
lorlheRe

Srebrno jezero, Veliko Gradiste, 8-9 September 2023









Mirko Blagojevi¢, Suzana Ignjatovié¢
Institute of Social Sciences
Belgrade, Serbia

RELIGIOSITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE AND STUDENTS
IN SERBIA - AN OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH
FINDINGS AND TRENDS

In the socialist political system of former Yugoslavia, religion was on
the margins of society within the framework of a non-stimulating and
rigorous general socio-political pattern of the secular worldview. The
consequences were numerous: from the decline of religious beliefs and
ritual practices to the stigmatization of religion in public life. In the ado-
lescent and student population, a pattern of low religiosity was dominant
until the late 1980s, except in predominantly Roman Catholic areas of
Yugoslavia, where, both in the general population and youth popula-
tion, a trend of increased religiosity had replaced the previous atheistic
pattern. In predominantly Orthodox Christian areas, the population was
predominantly non-religious. Profound changes came later, from the
mid-1980s to the early 1990s, following the national and confessional ho-
mogenization during the socio-political crisis, the dissolution of socialist
Yugoslavia, and wartime events. The last two decades have brought new
patterns of young people’s attachment to religion. In Serbia, young peo-
ple seem to follow the general population in some aspects of religiosity,
but in others, their religiosity surpasses that of the general population,
especially in the cognitive dimension of religiosity, as a result of religious
education in Serbian schools (introduced in the early 2000s). The last two
decades have been marked by the stabilization of religious situation both
in the segment of the general population and in the youth population.
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