
6

11th International Conference “Ohrid-Vodici 2023”

Challenges of identities, cultural heritage, the 
environment, sustainable development or tourism 

related to the new crises

- Conferense Proseedings -

11-та Меѓународна конференција „Охрид- Водици 2023“

Предизвиците на идентитетите, културното 
наследство, животната средина, одржливиот 

развој или туризмот поврзани со новите кризи

- Зборник на трудови-

   
   

   
   

X
I 

   
О

хр
ид

- 
Во

ди
ци

 / 
O

hr
id

-V
od

ic
i 2

02
3

ISBN 978-608-66817-0-8



11-та Меѓународна конференција 
„Охрид-Водици 2023“

ПРЕДИЗВИЦИТЕ НА 
ИДЕНТИТЕТИТЕ, КУЛТУРНОТО 

НАСЛЕДСТВО, ЖИВОТНАТА 
СРЕДИНА, ОДРЖЛИВИОТ РАЗВОЈ 
ИЛИ ТУРИЗМОТ ПОВРЗАНИ СО 

НОВИТЕ КРИЗИ

-Зборник на трудови-

Уредник

Рубин Земон

Охрид, 18-19 јануари 2023



Conference Proceedings 11th International Conference 
“Ohrid – Vodici” 2023 

Publishers: 
Center for Advanced Researches, Skopje, North Macedonia

Editor: Rubin Zemon Ph.D.

Computer preparation and printing: Igor Panev M.Sc.

Photo on the book cover: Nadya Cherepan

Print: Iris print DOOEL - Struga

Place of publication: Skopje, 2024

Copies printed: 300

CIP - Каталогизација во публикација
Национална и универзитетска библиотека "Св. Климент Охридски", Скопје

502.131.1:005.334(100)(062)
332.146.2:005.334(100)(062)

МЕЃУНАРОДНА конференција "Охрид-Водици" (11 ; 2023 ; Охрид)
    Предизвиците на идентитетите, културното наследство, животната
средина, одржливиот развој или туризмот поврзани со новите кризи :
зборник на трудови / 11-та Меѓународна конференција "Охрид-Водици 2023"
; уредник Рубин Земон. - Скопје : Center for advanced researches, 2024.
- 306 стр. : илустр. ; 25 см

На стр. 3: Challenges of identity, cultural heritage, sustainable
development or tourism related with new crises: conference proceedings /
11th International Conference "Ohrid-Vodici, 2023" / editor Rubin Zemon.
- Трудови на мак. и англ. јазик. - Фусноти кон текстот. - Библиографија
кон трудовите

ISBN 978-608-66817-2-2

а) Културно наследство -- Глобални кризи -- Собири б) Идентитети --
Глобални кризи -- Собири в) Одржлив развој -- Глобални кризи -- Собири

COBISS.MK-ID 62749445



11th International Conference 
“Ohrid-Vodici, 2023”

 

CHALLENGES OF IDENTITY, 
CULTURAL HERITAGE, 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OR 
TOURISM RELATED WITH NEW 

CRISES
-Conference Proceedings-

Editor

Rubin Zemon

Ohrid, 18-19 January, 2023



THE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

Rubin Zemon, Ph.D. Centre for Advanced Researches, Skopje, North 
Macedonia
Fariz Khalili, Ph.D. MIRAS Social Organization in Support of Studying 
of Cultural Heritage, Baku, Azerbaijan
Ahmet Aytac, Ph.D. Aydin Adnan Menderes University, Izmir, Turkey
Georgi Nikolov,  Ph.D, University of National and World Economy, 
Sofia, Bulgaria,
Kubilay Akman, Ph.D., Usak University, Turkey
Milica Jokovic Pantelic Ph.D., Institute for Social Sciences, Belgrade, 
Serbia
Meleq Shopi, Ph.D. University “Alexander Xhuvani”, Elbasan, Albania
Dejan Metodijeski, Ph.D. University Goce Delchev, Stip, Skopje, North 
Macedonia
Stephan Breu Ph.D., Pestalozzi University, Miami, USA
Andrey Gorokhov, Editor-in-Chief, Russian Political Science), Moscow, 
Russian Federation
Jasminka Simic, Ph.D. Editor- in – chief, Radio-Television of Serbia, 
Belgrade, Serbia
Zoran R. Vitorovic, DID Ph.D, Editor-in-Chief, Global Processes 
Journal, Miami, USA
Emil Gjorgov Ph.D. Centre for Advanced Researches, Skopje, North 
Macedonia
Florinka Gjevori Ph.D., University “Alexander Xhuvani”, Elbasan, 
Albania

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE
1.      Aleksandar Manasieski, Ph.D.
2.      Ljupco Janevski Ph.D.
3.      Tamara Jovanovic M.A.
4.      Verica Dzijanovska  
5.      Marina Vrvcoska M.A.. 



5

Contents

Предговор/Preface     9

Поздравен говор на заменик претседателот на Владата на Република Северна 
Македонија, г-дин Фатмир Битиќи / Welcome speech by the Deputy President of 
the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, Mr. Fatmir Bytyqi     11

Breda Mulec 
CLIMATE CHANGE: HISTERYA VS REALITY     15

Jasminka Simić
“THE BALKAN ROUTE: DIFFERENT POLITICAL AND CULTURAL 
ASPECTS”     19

Milica Jokovic Pantelic
THREATENED IDENTITY UNDER THE ONSLAUGHT OF GLOBAL 
CRISES     33

Rubin Zemon & Amona Zemon
THE DISPUTE BETWEEN NORTH MACEDONIA AND BULGARIA: 
NEW CHALLENGES FOR NORTH MACEDONIA’S EU ACCESSION 
PROCESS     45

Božica Slavković Mirić
CHALLENGES OF IDENTITY IN KOSOVO AND METOHIJA IN THE 
PERIOD BETWEEN THE TWO WARS     59

Milica Jovanovic
TOURISTIC PROMOTION OF SOUTH SERBIA AFTER COVID-19 
CRISIS     68

Александар Манасиевски
Кристијан Манасиевски
ТУРИЗМОТ И ОДРЖЛИВИОТ РАЗВОЈ СООЧЕНИ СО НОВИТЕ 
БЕЗБЕДНОСНИ КРИЗИ     80

Nada Pesheva
PRESENTATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE DURING THE PERIOD OF 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC, INFLUENCE ON CULTURAL TOURISM     92

Damir Josipovič 
THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE: THE CASE OF 
ETHNIC MARKERS ALONG THE SLOVENIAN “SOUTHERN” BORDER 
AREA      100



6

Fariz Khalilli
IDENTIFICATION OF WAR CRIMES IN THE KHOTAVANG 
MONASTERY     112

Mitko Trpkoski
Anis Sefidanoski
METAVERSE: CLASH OF THE WORLDS AND THE BIRTH OF A NEW 
HYBRID REALITY     123

Marija Apostolova Nikolovska & Mirvet Ramadani 
,,EDUCATIONAL IMMUNITY” - A CHALLENGE FOR THE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE 
WESTERN BALKANS     129

Ahmet AYTAÇ
KONYA-LADIK CARPET AND COLOR ANALYSIS FOUND IN 
KOYUNOĞLU MUSEUM
KOYUNOĞLU MÜZESİ’NDE BULUNAN KONYA-LADİK HALISI VE 
RENK ANALİZİ      138

Salvatore Costanza
Cultural heritage in Southern Italy: Linguistic 
minorities and identities to be preserved     144

Vabona Kalemi
THE SURVIVAL OF CULTURAL HERITAGE THROUGH THE WORK OF 
MUSINE KOKALARI     153

Elvira Lumi 
MOTHER THERESA THE SAINT OF CHRISTIANITY      162

Meleq Shopi, Denis Himçi & Heldi Kodra
ONOMASTIC AND ETHNOLINGUISTIC FLOW IN THE LEXICAL-
PHRASEOLOGIC AND ETHNOLINGUISTIC DICTIONARY OF MALËSIA E 
MADHE BY ACAD.PROF. GJOVALIN SHKURTAJ     168

Florinka Gjevori & Dorina Daiu
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ALBANIAN SCHOOL IN ELBASAN 
REGION      173

Mustafa Ibrahimi
“PRIVATE MUSEUMS OF ARBERES IN ITALIA AS A MODEL IN A 
VILLAGES IN NORTH MACEDONIA”     180

Gafar Jabiyev, Fariz Khalilli
CAUCASIAN ALBANIA – ANCIENT AZERBAIJAN STATE     188

Gunel Seyidahmadi
RESİDENTİAL HOUSES İN SHUSHA ARCHİTECTURE HERİTAGE    195



7

Taleh Aliyev
SETTLEMENTS AND CEMETERIES OF CAUCASIAN ALBANIAN 
PERIOD IN AGHYAZI PLAIN (GAKH / AZERBAIJAN)      203

Sadagat Ismayil gyzy Mammadli
EPIGRAPHY OF SALJUGIDS PERIOD 
(ON THE BASIS OF GANJA POTTERY) 213

Elmira Abbasova,  Idris Gizi
Weaving in the Middle Ages in Shirvan (based on archaeological 
materials and ethnoarchaeological research)      221

Nurana Alakbarova 
THE LOVE LYRİCS OF MAJRUH MUGHANİ     230       

Shola Bayramova
MEDİEVAL AGSU CİTY AS TOURİSTİC COMPLEX     235

Aliyeca Kubra, Muxtar Kizi
TEMPLE SCULPTURES OF MANNA MAGUS AND THEIR PICTURING 
IN TABRIZ CARPETS OF XIX CENTURY     240

Dejan Metodijeski, Oliver Filiposki & Sanja Dzambazovska Zikova 
ASPECTS OF MEDICAL TOURISM: ANALYSIS OF SPA OFFER IN 
NORTH MACEDONIA     260

Lendrit Qelli
“SOCIO-LEGAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE ROLE OF STATE 
MECHANISMS, INCLUDING COMPULSORY EDUCATION FOR 
THE ROMA, ASHKALI AND EGYPTIAN COMMUNITIES (AS 
MARGINALIZED GROUPS)”     271

Burhanettin Senli
WOMEN’S MEETING IN KONYA IN THE TURKISH WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE     285

Александра Кузман
КЛИМЕ САДИЛО – СИМБОЛОТ НА ОХРИДСКАТА ЧАЛГИЈА    293



33

Milica Jokovic Pantelic, PhD1

THREATENED IDENTITY UNDER THE ONSLAUGHT OF 
GLOBAL CRISES

Abstract:The paper analyzes the causes, reasons and consequences of global crises 
in relation to identities. Globalization as a phenomenon has a twofold impact on 
identities: it brings them closer together and affirms them, but at the same time, 
it threatens identity differences through the processes of assimilation and identity 
uniformity. The aim of the work is to see how global crises, primarily political and 
economic ones, disintegrate identities. Such identity disintegration under the influ-
ence of global, political and economic crises has been manifested in migrations 
during the two decades of the 21st century. The paper also analyzes two migrant 
waves: the first, from 2015 to 2019, and the second, from 2022 to date. The first is a 
consequence of the political crisis caused by the wars in Syria, Afghanistan, Libya, 
Nigeria and Eritrea, and the second is a consequence of the war conflict in Ukraine. 
The migrations that are a consequence of those wars have moved millions of people, 
especially towards the countries of the European Union. This also includes econom-
ic migrations as a consequence of poverty and misery in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa. These migrations open up and fuel major 
identity problems, both now and in the future.

Key words: identity, globalization, crisis, migration.

IDENTITY PARADOXES AND GLOBALIZATION PARADOXES

Globalization is a paradox as a phenomenon and process. On the one 
hand, it enables the spread and availability of everything taking place in the 
world by upgrading the lives of individuals, social groups and societies. In 
this meaning, globalization connects people, opens them, especially to nov-
elties, and modernizes their traditional lives that are deeply under the layers 
of past conditions burdening their present. On the other hand, globalization 
has bad consequences as well, not only on personal identities, but also on 
those of groups and societies. In other words, globalization threatens identi-
ties, not in terms of their internal change, but in complete transformation, 
which can even end up with their disappearance. 

Powerful world empires, including technologically superior societies, 
may be tragic for the identity diversity because, due to their advantages, they 
do not only prevent the adaptation processes, but, even more dangerously, 
complete assimilation, i.e., blending into the identity of the powerful and the 

1 Research Associate, Institute of Social Sciences in Belgrade, Serbia
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developed. Identities pressurized by crises, particularly economic and po-
litical ones, become threatened, i.e., they feel uncertain, unstable and on the 
verge of survival. Political and economic crises encourage the movement of 
people, or migration processes from the underdeveloped societies and states 
to the developed ones. Escaping from conflicts, in particular wars, as well 
as from absolute poverty, millions of people in columns leave their native, 
centuries-old habitats and go to the developed world, hoping to secure exis-
tential survival. 

Globalization of economy, just as globalization of communications and 
transport and the global spread of democracy, have encouraged yet another 
identity crisis. It is manifested, inter alia, in the question of belonging. Some 
Asian countries that have become modernized and fitted into globalization 
processes wonder whether they belong to Asia or the Western world. Those 
are, for example, Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Taiwan and, to a lesser 
extent, some other countries. There are examples of this worldwide. Tradi-
tional identities are disintegrating while new and modernized ones are being 
formed.

With the emergence of globalization, another problem has arisen – some 
group identities are losing their importance and others are assuming weight, 
particularly the subnational as well as regional ones. In such conditions, 
people tend to identify more with regional problems and connections and 
supranational identity affiliations because it connects them more firmly, en-
sures more successful business operations and fulfils their wish for a better 
and quality life. That is at the same time the basis on which multiculturalism 
and identity tolerance are gaining priority.

What has been significantly affected by globalization is the spread and 
strengthening of human rights, women’s rights, as well as the right to healthy 
environment, or the resolution of environmental problems encountered by 
today’s world. Developed industries and the demographic boom in certain 
parts of the plant are exactly the consequence of global processes. Human 
rights and women’s rights are assuming a global scale, which leads to a dif-
ferent treatment of identity issues. Therefore, globalist elites force supra-
national identities and suppress national ones. One of the consequences of 
globalization is also huge migration all over the world. Such migration sub-
stantially affects the view and experience of identities. Through it, bi-nation-
alism, multinationalism and/or cosmopolitism are encouraged (Huntington, 
2008, p. 22). 

Globalization and the globalization process indisputably make individu-
als go beyond the frameworks of traditional identity landmarks and, within 
their own identity, they network a large number of different identities. Name-
ly, the personal identity is also surrounded by and networked with a multi-
tude of group identities. Every individual chooses those group identities that 
suit him or her most, i.e., networks part of for example those group identities 
enabling him or her to feel more secure and stable. In spatial changes, the 
process of twofold identity adaptation is created – of the newcomer ones, 
as well as of the natives. New contacts substantially and significantly affect 
these identities as well. 
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Great political and economic crises that have opened so far unprecedented 
migration movements in the world characterize the 21st century. Nowadays, 
humanity is exposed to a two-fold threat: small and poor states are under 
threat, but politically powerful states, and economically and technological-
ly superior countries are also becoming threatened. The poor countries are 
threatened by emigration, while the developed ones are exposed to excessive 
immigration, which creates the feeling of endangerment among local popu-
lation because of the arrival of undesired aliens. That is why these types of 
crises create huge identity disturbances. 

As for the wealth of human content, it is neither good when different 
identities disappear nor for humanity to turn into a single identity, even if it 
is reduced only to the personal one, which may become impersonal due to 
uniformity. The threat to group and social identities also affects individual 
identities. Humanity is in a paradox caused by the struggle between identity 
uniformity and identity diversity. It is indisputable that the wealth of human-
ity is sustained by the wealth of various contents. Diversity is a value, but in 
modern societies, it is also a “fact of life”. 

It transpires that “exposure to different ways of thinking and acting may 
often stimulate innovativeness, creativity and entrepreneurship. Diversity 
increases interest and excitement” (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 143). The arrival 
of the different to cities increases not only the population numbers, but also 
brings numerous different contents, particularly traditional and cultural ones. 
With the internationalization of cities, other forms of interest are encouraged, 
which “bring new music, art and technologies, and form whole neighbour-
hoods that did not exist before” (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 143).

Diversity is also relevant for biological survival. The consequence of not 
mixing with others is the emergence of illnesses, particularly mental ones. 
Populations deprived of genetic diversity have no future. Within the mono-
cultural framework, they become older and degenerate and, with the passage 
of time, they disappear biologically. Life evolution is based on the mixtures 
of diversities, particularly genetic ones. Genetic diversities initiate evolution 
“which is based on genetic variations and adaptation. General concern due 
to the reduced biodiversity worldwide is based on the fact that it constitutes 
a threat to long-term biological sustainability” (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 144). 

Globalization that homogenizes cultures often causes resistance among 
those who were not born in the country they came to. The aspirations of 
the people coming to new environments, regardless of the reasons, are to 
maintain their own characteristics, to call for their recognition and respect, 
and not to accept their being suppressed in the new cultural environment. 
The wish and need “to feel connection with their ancestors and to know 
where they come from” do not end among them, and although they are not 
encumbered by the culture they originate from, they “want to maintain rap-
idly disappearing small autochthonous languages as well as traditional cus-
toms that bear witness to their earlier way of life” (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 144). 
Francis Fukuyama points out that diversities do not always bring what be-
longs to general good. This is illustrated by Syria and Afghanistan, where 
diversities cause large conflicts and violence, and in which tolerance and 



36

creativity are suppressed. An example of the failure of diversities to be kept 
is Austria-Hungary, which was liberal and enabled different nations to have 
everything that did not question their differences. However, those different 
nations did not accept the unique political structure of Austria-Hungary. At 
the beginning of the 20th century, “Vienna was the melting pot that gave rise 
to Gustav Mahler, Hugo von Hofmannsthal and Sigmund Freud. But, when 
smaller national identities in the Empire – Serbs, Czechs and Austrian Ger-
mans – proved themselves, the region fell into paroxysm and intolerances” 
(Fukuyama, 2022, p. 144). 

When various contents are destroyed, the diversity of human opportuni-
ties and the search for different crisis exits are also destroyed. This threatens 
not only the immediate future, but also the content-based development of 
humanity. Despite the importance of the essence arising on the basis of con-
necting similarities, there is an equally important diversity giving a meaning 
and vitality to such essence so as to prevent life from becoming monotonous 
and withered. Similarities and differences make man’s life more complete 
both content-wise and essentially. That is how the completeness of life is 
maintained, i.e., life tends to rely on truth as the first among equal universal 
values. Only life on the whole is worthwhile, or meaningful, because it con-
nects both similarities and differences.

MIGRANTS AND THE PROCESS OF ACCULTURATION

Migrants of different identities may be seen in different ways, most fre-
quently as foreigners. Experiences show that the arrival of foreigners affects 
the homogenization of the majority of native identity, which has the attitude of 
non-acceptance and rejection towards them. Those strangers in identity terms 
are seen as pariahs by the majority identity. There is an emotional and spiri-
tual wall raised against them, which physically and territorially places them 
into ghettos. With right-wing ideologies of the majority population, violence 
against foreigners is encouraged that is tacitly accepted in institutional terms 
and, even worse, it is supported and allowed. Undesired identities in such 
circumstances are marked as hostile (Bielefeld, 1998, pp. 125–145). The re-
jection of foreigners and/or foreign identities is accompanied by their feeling 
of anxiety that they will lose identity in the new environment. Among local 
population, a foreigner is “seen as a threat, an ‘internal enemy’, a carrier of 
all evils, all social defects, and even of the most dangerous, most infectious 
and symbolically ‘most shameful’ diseases: syphilis yesterday, and AIDS to-
day” (Milza, 2009, p. 316). What is even more characteristic and seen as a 
threat by natives is that the members of young nations come by the migrant 
road, who are additionally “endowed with strong demographic vitality, with 
all sexual connotations that are implies. From ‘common’ xenophobia, which is 
most often manifested in derogatory expressions, political or journalist speech 
that exposes ‘tramps’, it can sometimes turn into collective violence as well” 
(Milza, 2009, p. 316). Such intolerance towards foreigners ends in a type of 
racist behaviour that is used for political purposes by the extremely right wing. 
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Increasing migration under the influence of political and economic cri-
ses that cause both social and value crises was particularly intense at the 
beginning of the 21st century. That migration wave is particularly directed 
towards wealthy European countries. According to OECD data, in 2003 ap-
proximately 1.3 million migrants arrived in the European Union, which is an 
extremely large number in comparison to the developed countries on other 
continents. Although local population in wealthy countries of the European 
Union has a negative attitude towards migrants due to their group identity, 
they tend, because of their personal comfort, they tend to accept them as a 
necessary evil because they are a source of cheap labour for them, as well as 
the owners of deficit qualifications in those countries. 

According to the Eurostat data, 47.3 million people living in the European 
Union in 2010 were not born in the European countries, which accounted for 
about 9.4 percent of the population. The country with the greatest inflow of 
migrants is Germany, with 4.6 million, or 7.8 percent of the population. It is 
followed by France, the United Kingdom, Spain, Italy and the Netherlands. 
What characterizes these countries is that the majority population is closed 
towards migrants, not only in terms of seeing them as aliens, but also in the 
political and legislative frameworks. The indicator is that, regardless of the 
length of their stay, most often as economic migration, migrants rarely get 
the citizenship of those countries. Citizenship is difficult to get even for the 
children born in migrant families, particularly in Germany. As for granting 
citizenship, France and the United Kingdom are somewhat more open (Baro-
nian, 2017, pp. 160–161).

In the countries where migrants arrive, there is the process of accultura-
tion taking place at cultural and psychological levels. In other words, it is 
the encounter of different cultural groups that begin living with the adap-
tation process. Two acculturation processes are distinguished: assimilation 
and cultural pluralism (Baronian, 2017, p. 163). In the assimilation process, 
the dominant culture of the host country is fully accepted, and migrants are 
completely merged first at the cultural, and then at the identity level. The 
second process is the non-acceptance by the dominant majority culture, the 
consequence of which is closing migrants into ghettos. Life in a ghetto may 
create a hostile attitude towards the majority population in a country and, in 
specific crisis situations, even violent conflicts. 

The cultural pluralism process implies the possibility of two attitudes oc-
curring in the encounter of different cultural identities: according to the first 
attitude, migrants keep their dominant cultural identity, but also accept the 
identity of the population of the host country; the second process ensures 
equal relations of cultural identities, and in some of the developed countries 
they are legislatively and institutionally regulated and guaranteed (Baronian, 
2017, p. 164). When migrants integrate successfully, particularly in econom-
ic, social and political life, they “change their relationship towards the coun-
try of origin and it becomes much more complex in comparison to earlier 
periods. They want to maintain the ethno-cultural identity of their ancestors 
and to maintain certain relations with the home country, but at the same time 
they want to create themselves the space for such type of affiliation at the 
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level of their personal identity, in the way and to the extent to which it suits 
them” (Vuković-Ćalasan, 2021, p. 163). 

Numerous studies show that the majority population has a large resis-
tance towards cultural patterns of migrants. On that basis, there is prejudice, 
discrimination, but also verbal and physical violence spreading against them. 
That kind of intolerance entices fear among migrants and hatred among the 
majority population. Therefore, both migrants and the majority population 
live in the circumstances of increased, often unforeseeable tensions that may 
also turn into violent conflicts (Baronian, 2017, p. 168).

Violence most often derives from political reasons, i.e., political actors on 
the scene of the EU countries. Behind political actors there are hidden ultra-
right ideologies and parties, as well as racist ideologies and parties. Conces-
sions regarding political freedoms under the onslaught of ultranationalist 
ideologies and parties derive from the wrong understanding of the freedoms 
of thought, speech and association. The freedoms of thought and speech imply 
that they are not used in spreading hatred and fears in relation to anyone. The 
freedom of association should be more precisely regulated in legal terms, i.e., 
every form of free association and action should not be permitted, especially 
the form that may bring freedom into question. Freedom has a restriction – in 
the name of freedom, it is forbidden to deprive anyone of freedom, in this case 
the freedom of expressing the identity of migrants (Čupić, 2021, p. 217). 

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND MIGRATION – DOUBLE 
IDENTITY STANDARDS

Modern Europe, in the period from Renaissance to date, has attracted and 
been magical to all others surrounding it. Inside it has identity differences, 
but they assume a great scale when the “others”, first from the closest envi-
ronment, and then from two large continents, come and slowly enter the Eu-
ropean social tissue. Iver Neumann is right to point out that different others 
were “and still are actively involved in the process of creating the European 
identity” (Neumann, 2011, p. 61). In the past few centuries, Europe has been 
attractive not only to those who lost hope and faith in life in their homeland, 
but also to those with conquering intentions, i.e., who tried to conquer and 
enslave Europe. With the formation of the European Union in the second half 
of the 20th century, an attempt was made to network different European iden-
tities in the states that accepted the formation of the EU, and to add another 
identity – the European one. Such identity networking did not mean that the 
European identity was a supra-identity, but that it was one in the series of 
identities accepted by people who become substantive and richer with it. In 
other words, the European identity is a meta-identity. 

A number of the member-states of the EU, formerly the European Eco-
nomic Community (EEC), needed new labour, and that need enabled eco-
nomic migration that was originally related to the poorer European countries, 
and then expanded to the countries outside the European continent, primarily 
Turkey. Such migrations and the “others” were in the function of economic 



39

growth and development that recovered Europe devastated during the Sec-
ond World War, i.e., participated in its recovery and development. The con-
flicts taking place in the form of wars on the continents with which Europe is 
connected, i.e., Asia and Africa, initiated new migration waves. 

Two large migrations towards the European Union countries took place in 
2015 and 2022 respectively and were both the consequence of the political 
crises or wars waged primarily in Syria, Afghanistan, Nigeria and Ukraine. 
In 2015, about 6.7 million people emigrated from Syria, out of whom 1.3 
million arrived as refugees in the EU. In the same year, the number of mi-
grants from Afghanistan and Pakistan also increased. However, the number 
of migrants from Iraq increased due to internal religious conflicts between 
the Sunni and the Shia. Moreover, in 2015 a large number of migrants moved 
from Nigeria, Eritrea and Sub-Saharan Africa towards neighbouring African 
countries, but also toward Europe – from Nigeria and Eritrea due to wars, 
and from Sub-Saharan Africa due to poverty. Sub-Saharan migrants used to 
go to prosperous Libya as temporary economic migration until the fall of 
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011 and the beginning of the civil war. 

The war conflict in the territory of Ukraine, which began in February 
2022, initiated mass migration and, according to the Statista data2, a total of 
8.2 million people left Ukraine by May 2023 and they mainly went to the EU 
member-states. Most Ukrainians were received by Poland (1,593,860) and 
Germany (1,061,623). Then by the Czech Republic (516,100), followed by 
other EU member-states: Spain (175,962), Italy (175,107), the Netherlands 
(89,730) and Portugal (58,247). Outside the EU, about 203,700 people went 
to the UK, while the largest number went to Russia (2,852,395). 

These two huge columns of migrants, one in 2015 and the other in 2022, 
were differently received in the host countries. There is a great difference in 
the way Ukrainians were received as culturally and also territorially close 
to Europe, and the way the migrants from the Middle East, Asia and Africa 
were received. Regarding the identity, double standards are manifested; mi-
grants coming from other cultures and religions are in much more unfavour-
able position as compared to those from Ukraine. One of the indicators is that 
Ukrainians are allowed to use various kinds of benefits, particularly those in 
relation to getting work permits and quicker employment. These examples 
show the extent to distress occurring worldwide aggravate and destroy hu-
man integrities, both the personal (individual) and group ones, especially on 
ethnic and religious bases. 

It was assumed that the processes would take place in the European Union 
leading towards the creation of large segments, i.e., that these processes will 
integrate different identities more strongly. However, it transpired even be-
fore the arrival of migrants, and then more intensely, that the processes of 
fragmentation took place, which were often the consequence of a type of 
resentment, as well as conflicts ending in violence, particularly towards mi-
grants. At the end of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st centuries, in many 

2 https://www.statista.com/statistics/1312584/ukrainian-refugees -by-country  / #s 
tatisticContainer 



40

EU member-states, strong separatist movements appeared, e.g., in Catalonia 
in Spain, and in Scotland in the UK. Amin Maalouf is right to emphasize 
that “there is an increasing number of fragmenting factors, and a decreas-
ing number of cementing factors. What further worsens this trend is the fact 
that today’s world is filled with ‘false cements’ which, just as in the case of 
religious affiliation, are claimed to unite people, while in reality they play a 
reverse role” (Maalouf, 2020, p. 202). What is happening in the European 
Union, partly caused by the strong external migration pressure, shows that 
identity differences are being increasingly homogenized, while they can be 
found on a smaller scale in the situation of pluralism of differences that is 
guaranteed and that does not question people’s equality. Such situation in 
the European Union is particularly encouraged by conservative and ultrana-
tionalist ideologies that are becoming more and more important among the 
inhabitants of the European states under the pressure of the migrant process, 
or the arrival of people who, due to various circumstances, from poverty and 
destitution to war conflicts, set out to be rescued, hoping that they will find 
peace in the well-organized European countries, but also avoid injustices 
and humiliations at the same time. Time will tell how capable the European 
Union is of resolving double distresses without initiating new conflicts en-
couraged by identity matters and issues.

CRISES AND IDENTITIES

The shaping of an identity, either personal or collective, requires the 
existence of certain conditions. The first condition is elementary social se-
curity guaranteeing normality, survival and development. The second con-
dition refers to the stability of the social, economic and cultural system 
guaranteeing individuals and groups the reduction of both contradictions 
and conflicts potentially arising for various reasons within social life. The 
third condition is that the processes in society proceed through peaceful 
and gradual changes, i.e., that there is an evolutive development that will 
harmonize growing needs and the circumstances imposed by changes in 
the best possible manner. In that way, it is possible to avoid destabilization 
that may arise based on such change. In the process of changes, people 
become insecure. For that reason, people tend to show huge resistance to 
changes (Golubović, 2007, p. 547). Historical experience shows that when 
people live by established patterns of habits, they have difficulty accept-
ing any change, even though such changes bring a better and quality life. 
Blaise Pascal emphasized that “habits are our nature”, while “our natural 
principles” are nothing but “the principles of our habits” (Pascal, 1965, p. 
50). Identities, both individual and collective, are proved to be quite sensi-
tive to changes. For the above-listed reasons, changes should be gradual, 
slow and not causing any abrupt processes. In other words, when an iden-
tity crisis begins, it derives from the feeling of insecurity, and it is also 
accompanied by a type of confusion and concert as to how to deal with it 
when there is insecurity in social relationships. 
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On the surface, the identity crisis is manifested as a reaction to the non-
functioning of institutions in society, but its deeper roots are related to the 
events in culture, mostly related to the changes in the patterns of behaviour and 
communication in social life. These deeper turbulences taking place in culture 
as the man’s other nature, are exactly manifested through the destruction of 
values and the value system, which is especially expressed at the time of the 
value crisis in the form of social anomy causing huge disturbances in social 
life. We can distinguish two “main sources of identity crisis: one is civiliza-
tional and socio-cultural, and the other is a crisis as ontological insecurity. In 
the former case, the crisis emerges as a result of changes and disturbances in 
broader frameworks of a certain civilization and culture, while in the latter it 
derives from existential contradictions as an integral part of ‘human nature’ of 
each individual, but also as a result of the reflection of civilizational/cultural 
changes in the personal situation” (Golubović, 2007, p. 548).

Crises often unbutton various suppressed conditions in individuals and 
groups, which are most frequently accumulat4ed by injustice and humili-
ations in social life (Joković Pantelić, 2023, pp. 22–23). As far as group 
identities are concerned, particularly national, religious and social ones, a 
great role in their threatening is played by prejudice, stereotypes and dis-
crimination which are also the consequence of group relationships. Under-
estimation and humiliation of certain groups leaves serious mental scars on 
the underestimated and the humiliated. Neither individuals nor groups can 
accept humiliation and injustice. Such non-acceptance is manifested either 
as resistance or helplessness. Speaking of resistance, the conditions of radi-
calism, extremism, fanaticism and fatalism emerge both among individuals 
and the threatened groups. All this may lead to conflicts that end in danger-
ous violent forms, from terrorist activities to war conflicts. Individuals and 
groups that cannot put up resistance are in the state of helplessness that takes 
them out from normal social life and makes them into the facts of biological 
vegetation. In other words, they withdraw from social life to solitude and, 
even worse, in some cases to loneliness. 

Through prejudice, stereotypes and discrimination of group identities, 
personal identity is also brought into question. It is a two-fold strike against 
identity: individuals are underestimated and humiliated as members of a 
group and, at the same time, their personal identity is brought into question. 
Bringing personal identity into question is painful and unjust. Among per-
sons, their consistence, predictability and physical peculiarity are brought 
into question (Čupić, Joković, 2015, p. 12). Prejudice towards others “makes 
us forget that there is sense in all regions and that there are thoughts wherev-
er people live: we would definitely not like being called barbarians by those 
we call by that name; and if there is anything barbarian in us, it is exactly 
the outrage by the fact that other people also think like us, as pointed out by 
La Brière” (Todorov, 1994, pp. 22–23). Nationalists and ultranationalists be-
lieve that individuals from certain social groups do not have a character and 
that they possess no consistence when it comes to important values and mat-
ters. Moreover, in their opinion, they are unpredictable and thus potentially 
dangerous, i.e., a great hostile threat. Their physical peculiarity is labelled 
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and interpreted in racist terms. In this manner, they are discriminated and 
stereotypes are formed towards them like rigid judgments that are dogmati-
cally transferred and accepted. What is tragic among nationalists and ultra-
extremists is that they do not permit any relationship whatsoever in which 
the members of other identities, but also persons, could show and prove their 
virtues and values. 

Two researchers, Thomas F. Pettigrew and Roel W. Meertens, explored 
prejudice in four European countries: the UK, France, Germany and the Neth-
erlands. Based on their research, they concluded that two types of prejudice 
can be distinguished regarding others: obvious and subtle ones. According to 
them, “obvious prejudice consists of two components: the feeling of being 
threatened and rejected, and the factor of intimacy, while subtle prejudice 
consists of three components: the traditional value factor, the factor of the 
extreme cultural difference between ‘our’ and ‘the other’ group, and the fac-
tor of denying positive emotions (sympathy or respect) towards ‘the other’ 
group” (Baronian, 2017, p. 169). 

In the same research, the authors find out that discrimination can be di-
rect or indirect (Baronian, 2017, p. 170). Direct discrimination is manifested 
intentionally and shown through inequality or unequal conditions for dif-
ferent groups. Indirect discrimination is subtler and it is manifested through 
limiting the possibilities for migrants receiving the citizenship of the country 
they moved into and they are living in. The lack of citizenship discrimi-
nates them institutionally because they cannot fulfil their needs, which is 
also manifested in the inability to ensure employment, schooling, but also 
adequate accommodation. Migrants have the least attractive, or low-status 
jobs at their disposal, which is also proved by their lowered earnings. The 
European countries constitutionally forbid discrimination based on origin, 
race, language, religion, but the only thing that is not guaranteed is citizen-
ship. It is citizenship that shows a form of subtle discrimination towards 
migrants and their identities. 

Crises are huge challenges when it comes to identities and their differ-
ences, i.e., acceptance or rejection of identities in new environments. The 
identity crisis shows the lack of communication, i.e., that it is caused by the 
non-existence of communication between differences and the different in a 
community (Bauer, 2004, p. 61). In the identity crisis, people most often rely 
on blood, beliefs, faith and family (Huntington, 2000, p. 140). When relying 
on these, then various disturbances, conflicts and violence can be expected 
in society.

CONCLUSION – TECTONIC IDENTITY TREMORS

It may be concluded that the world is governed by tectonic identity up-
heavals that bring great uncertainty, often distress to those who are forced 
to leave their hearths and homelands and begin searching for a more se-
cure and stable life. On that road they are awaited by often dangerous and 
unforeseeable challenges, sometimes with a lethal outcome. Migrations 
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erupting in 2015 and continuing until the COVID-19 outbreak took many 
lives. Particularly affected were the migrants who sailed to Europe across 
the Mediterranean.

Identity problems will take years and decades to be regulated in the way 
that will not question every individual human dignity, but also the identities 
deriving from someone’s origin, gender, race, ethnicity, religion or class. On 
the way towards better reality concerning identities, it will also take plenty 
of sacrifice to make humanity come to its senses, make balance and sensibly 
resolves identity issues. The one who disputes identity questions as life con-
tent produces unfair relations and destroys universal values towards which 
humanity should be oriented. 
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