NGOs), incomers (leaders, new farmers), as well as surveys and field observation. The
survey targeted a purposive sample of respondents adequate to the subject of the research
(oldtimers and newcomers).

Since the 1990s in Poland, but also in other countries (including the UK, USA, Spain), there
has been an increased influx of people from the city to the countryside. This has its far-
reaching consequences, which are revealed in both the social, economic, spatial and cultural
aspects of the countryside. Cloke (1997) points out that one of the research problems of
contemporary rural studies concerns the forms of consumption of rural space by different
groups of visitors to rural areas, both those coming temporarily (tourism and recreation)
and those seeking places for alternative lifestyles in the countryside. The described project
should contribute to the contemporary discourse in the field with aspects related to mutual
learning, knowledge transfer between newcomers to the countryside and old residents and
vice-versa, as well as perceptions of mutual competence.
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International student migration in a Serbian context: Socio-cultural integration
experiences

Vesna Lukic

In the last decades, the number of international students has greatly increased worldwide
linked with the internationalization of higher education. The highest number of residences
permits ever were issued for international tertiary-level students across OECD European
countries in 2022 (OECD,2023). International students are a valuable human resource to the
host country, which is particularly important for the ones with fertility rates below the
replacement level (Hawthorne, 2010). Therefore, there is a growing interest in research on
international student migration patterns, motives, experiences, challenges, and
opportunities within different disciplines, including human geography. However, this is an
underexplored topic within scientific research carried out in Serbia, which is traditionally an
emigration country but with a long tradition of educating scholarship holders abroad as well
as educating international students at domestic universities. According to the UNESCO
Institute for Statistics (2016) definition of international students, this paper considers an
international student to be a person who received their prior education in another country
and is not a resident of the current country of study. The paper presents the first findings
from an ongoing research project on international student migration and identity nexus in a
Serbian context. These findings are focused on research on their socio-cultural integration
experiences in the country of study. The results are based on analyzing additionally
processed 2022 Census data in Serbia on international student population, and original data
collected by focus group research among three groups of students (students from Serbia
who have been studying abroad for at least one year, young highly educated professionals
under 30 who returned to Serbia after studying abroad, and international students who
have been studying in Serbia for at least one year) enrolled in tertiary education and by
following a mixed-methods approach.
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