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Periphery in Movement: 
Organizing Against Rio Tinto in Serbia

This paper initiates a conversation on how contemporary Eastern Eu-
ropean peripheralization and the hegemony of the energy extractivist model 
impact civil action, introducing the concept of Periphery in Movement. Periph-
ery in Movement seeks to expand beyond traditional civil society and social 
movement studies by addressing forms of organizing that build an incomplete 
and often tenuous territorial resistance. Through contested convergences and 
alliances among diverse civil actors, it aims to bring material disruptions to ex-
tractivist projects. We combine approaches from political economy, civil society 
studies, and social movement studies to establish this concept through three 
core specificities. The first specificity is the power imbalance, which we identify 
as the defining characteristic of Periphery in Movement, positioning it in op-
position to corporate interests, the European Union, and national elites. The 
second specificity is the conflictual convergence of actors, spanning a diverse 
spectrum of civil actors who have undergone significant ideological and practi-
cal transformations from the Yugoslav Wars to the present. The third specificity 
focuses on the “how” of Periphery in Movement, examining the new reper-
toire of actions it employs. We develop this theoretical framework by analyzing 
Serbia’s ecological movement against the mining corporation Rio Tinto in the 
context of resistance to lithium extraction, bringing environmental pollution 
and loss of territories. The concept of Periphery in Movement is inspired by at-
tempts to describe movements in Latin America that have emerged against the 
extractivist model as a form of “Society in Movement.” Unlike the Latin Ameri-
can concept of Societies in Movement, which often offer prefigurative elements 
in their organization against extractivism, movements in Eastern Europe bear 
a burden of past (and present) developments of civil society, including neo-
colonial transitional “democratization” through civil society, its soft and hard 
repressions by both international funders and national state, and its peripheral 
geopolitical position in Europe in territorial resistance.
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