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Jelena Rizni¢*
Institute of Social Sciences, Belgrade

Isidora Staki¢™
UiT Arctic University of Norway

The Language of War and Destruction: Analyzing Serbian
Media Coverage of Israeli Aggression on Palestine

Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territories has been a major point of di-
vision in the international community since 1948. The latest phase of bomb-
ings in the Gaza Strip has led to unprecedented destruction and casualties.
According to UNRWA, between October 2023 and September 2024, more
than 41,000 people were killed, including over 16,000 children, and more
than 96,000 were wounded in attacks on shelters, hospitals, and schools.
The humanitarian crisis has been exacerbated by systematic obstructions to
aid deliveries, with only 8% of the required shelter supplies reaching Gaza
(UNRWA, 2024). Media coverage plays a crucial role in documenting this
destruction and alleged war crimes, emphasizing the importance of reliable
information to understand the far-reaching consequences of these events be-
yond Gaza and the West Bank. This paper aims to analyze the media rep-
resentation of Israeli aggression against Palestine across four domestic media
outlets: N1, Nova.rs, RTS, and Kurir. The analysis covers key events since
Hamas’ initial attack on October 7, including the Gaza Strip invasion, the
first ceasefire, Israel’s attacks on Yemen and the Iranian consulate in Syria,
Iran’s response, the Israeli offensive on Rafah, the termination of US funding
for UNRWA, South Africa’s genocide lawsuit against Israel at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrant for
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Galant, and Chief
of the General Staff Herzi Halevi, as well as the ICJ’s Advisory Opinion on
the legal consequences of Israel’s actions in occupied Palestinian territories.
Using content analysis, the study examines how these media outlets report
on the conflict, revealing differences in their portrayal of events and the
extent to which they align with international perspectives. The theoretical
framework is based on framing theory (Entman, 1993) and settler coloni-
alism theory (Wolfe, 2006). This research aims to highlight potential biases,
hidden narratives, and interpretations that shape public understanding of
this complex geopolitical situation and humanitarian disaster.

Key words: Israel, Palestine, occupation, war, media coverage
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Jelena Riznié
Institut drustvenih nauka

Isidora Stakié
UiT Arkti¢ki univerzitet Norveske

Jezik rata i razaranja: analiza medijskog izvestavanja
o izraelskoj agresiji na Palestinu u Srbiji

Izraelska okupacija palestinske oblasti predstavlja jednu od tacaka
koje dele medunarodnu zajednicu od 1948. godine do danas. Nova faza
izraelskog bombardovanja pojasa Gaze dovela je do nevidenih unistenja i
zrtava: prema podacima UNRWA, izmedu oktobra 2023. i septembra 2024.
godine, viSe od 41.000 ljudi je poginulo, uklju¢uju¢i preko 16.000 dece,
a vise od 96.000 ljudi je ranjeno u bombardovanjima sklonista, bolnica,
$kola. Humanitarnu krizu dodatno podstice sistematsko onemogucava-
nje dostavljanja humanitarne pomoc¢i, sa samo 8% potrebnih sredstava za
sklonista koja stizu u Gazu (UNRWA, 2024). Medijsko izvestavanje igra
klju¢nu ulogu u dokumentovanju nevidenog razaranja i ratnih zlocina, na-
glagavajuci vaznost pouzdanih informacija za razumevanje dalekoseznih
posledica ovih dogadaja, ne samo u Gazi i na Zapadnoj obali. Ovaj rad ima
za cilj da analizira medijsku reprezentaciju izraelske agresije na Palestinu
kroz ¢etiri domaca medijska portala: N1, Nova.rs, RTS i Kurir. Analiza ¢e
obuhvatiti predstavljanje klju¢nih dogadaja od inicijalnog napada Hamasa
7. oktobra nadalje - invazija na pojas Gaze, prvo primirje, izraelski napad
na Jemen, napad Izraela na iranski konzulat u Siriji i odgovor Irana, izrael-
ska ofanziva na Rafu, ukidanje finansiranja UNRWA u SAD, juznoafricka
tuzba protiv Izraela za genocid na Medunarodnom sudu pravde, izdavanje
poternice od strane Medunarodnog krivi¢nog suda za hap$enje izraelskog
premijera Netanjahua, ministra odbrane Joava Galanta i nacelnika izrael-
skog generalstaba Herzi Halevija i Savetodavno misljenje Medunarodnog
suda pravde o pravnim posledicama delovanja Izraela na okupiranoj pale-
stinskoj teritoriji. KoriS¢enjem metode analize sadrzaja, istrazivanje ce ispi-
tati oblike izve$tavanja o sukobu, otkrivajuci kako razli¢iti mediji prikazuju
ove dogadaje i u kojoj meri se uskladuju sa medunarodnim perspektivama.
Teorijski okvir ¢e ¢initi teorija uokviravanja (Entman, 1993) i teorija nase-
ljenickog kolonijalizma (Wolfe, 2006). Istrazivanje ¢e ukazati na potencijal-
nu pristrasnost, skrivene narative i znacenja koja mogu oblikovati razume-
vanje sloZene geopoliticke situacije i humanitarne katastrofe.

Klju¢ne reci: Izrael, Palestina, okupacija, rat, medijsko izvestavanje
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