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Representing Women in Right-Wing Party Politics
— Case of the Serbian Movement Dveri*

Abstract: The objective of this article is to facilitate a comprehensive understanding
of the representation of women in the political right-wing Serbian Movement Dveri.
The aim is to examine how women politicians advocate for women’s issues and gen-
der equality within their public discourses. A further objective is to assess how women
members of this party espouse anti-feminist and anti-gender attitudes in their public
discourses, as a result of the impact of nationalist, conservative and patriarchal political
ideology. This case study employs critical discourse analysis of party documents, spee-
ches and interviews with women members and officeholders published on the official
website of Dveri. The findings confirm that women politicians associated with this party
utilize a range of strategies with the objective of attaining respectability and authority.
One strategy involves the instrumentalization of family politics and motherhood, while
another prioritizes issues such as national unity, national identity, and traditional values.
The anti-gender and anti-feminist orientation is evident in all speeches and public sta-
tements. The primary conclusion of this study asserts that the utilization of women’s
political representation serves to legitimize right-wing populist political values and to
reinforce the fundamental concepts of gender backsliding and de-democratization pro-
cesses in Serbia.

Keywords: women, political representation, right-wing party politics, case study,
Serbian Movement Dveri

Introduction

In a multitude of European countries, conservative, nationalist, right-wing
political parties and movements have begun to address a variety of gender
equality issues within the context of their parliamentary activities and electoral
campaigns. According to the extant feminist scholarship, right-wing populism

* This paper was written as a part of the Research Program of the Institute of Social
Sciences in 2024 supported by the Ministry of Science, Technological Development and
Innovation of the Republic of Serbia.
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employs gender identity issues to construct, mobilize, and consolidate the so-
called ‘people’ (Ajanovic et al. 2018; Dietze and Roth 2020; Krizsan and Rog-
geband 2021). These political actors strategically re-politicize gender around
issues such as familiarism, heteronormativity, and anti-feminism (Saresma
2018). For right-wing populist parties, gender functions as a meta-language, an
“affective bridge”, and a “pivotal domain” (Ditze and Roth 2020:16). In their
adaptation to gender balance within mainstream parties, right-wing parties have
been observed to increase their share of female candidates and leaders. This
shift has the “potential to influence the representation of women in these par-
ties” (Erikson and Josefsson 2024, 11).

The purpose of the article is to provide an examination of the impact of right-
wing Serbian Movement Dveri on women’s representation in contemporary
politics. The aim is to explore how women politicians advocate for women’s
issues and gender equality within their public discourses. A further objective is
to assess how women members of this party espouse anti-feminist and anti-gen-
der attitudes in their public discourses, as a result of the impact of nationalist,
conservative and patriarchal political ideology.

Women and Right-wing Political Parties

The gender approach to the study of the right-wing populism involves the
examination of the quantitative and qualitative representation of women and
the relationship of those parties with gender issues, heteronormativity, and sex-
uality (Cickari¢ 2019). The researchers on the topic have identified two distinct
orientations. The first focuses on the under-representation of women in right
wing political parties, while the second examines the membership, activism,
and electoral culture of women with a right-wing political orientation (Givens
2005). A representative study of women’s population in Germany found that 20
percent of women are members of right-wing parties, 10-30 percent participate
in the work of various organizations, 5 percent engage in terrorist activities, 33
percent vote for right-wing orientations, and 50 percent of the female population
shares right-wing views (Bitzan 2017, 70).

A comparison of the activities and political ideas of women in National Dem-
ocratic Party in Germany and the French National Front in the period 1980-2012
reveals a clear shift in women'’s participation in political processes and distribu-
tion of power, with a notable increase in both parties (Dubslaff 2017). It is note-
worthy that women within these parties have been observed to assume promi-
nent leadership roles and exert a discernible influence. Those who advocate for
right-wing political views are often socially marginalized individuals, including
unemployed young whites, football fans, and ideological extremists of various
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categories (Bitzan 2017). Women most often belong to the first group, and in
that case, the concept of marginalization appears as a key factor in understand-
ing women’s participation in right-wing parties. Therefore, it is not surprising
that a considerable proportion of women with limited financial resources, such
as single mothers working under strenuous and low-skilled conditions or those
with limited prospects for career advancement, often experience a nostalgic
longing for the traditional values associated with the past. For these women, an
idealized version of the past, in which the role of the female homemaker and
mother was held in high esteem, can be particularly appealing.

The study which examined the gender perspective in the family policies of
six right-wing parties in Europe indicated that all adhere to the traditional con-
cept of the family and family policies (Akkermann 2015). Research on the gen-
der discourse of right-wing parties in Austria revealed that traditional family
values and the right to choose for women and LGBT people play an important
role in defining their gender ideology (Mayer, Ajanovi¢, Sauer 2018). A subse-
quent study examining the public presentation of women and their roles within
right-wing parties in Spain, confirmed a robust correlation with traditionalist
and conservative family concepts (Ramos and Biittner 2017, 111). One rationale
for employing women as leading figures by political parties is to promote their
ideology and the superiority of mothers over fathers in transmitting the values
to children. This assumption is grounded in the “specific role that motherhood
plays in right-wing ideologies” (Kottig, Bitzan, Peto 2017, 57).

The subject of anti-gender and anti-feminist politics has also gained trac-
tion within academic circles (Kovats and P6im 2015). Two comparative stud-
ies on women’s participation in right-wing parties in Italy and France, as well
as in Hungary and Greece, demonstrate the necessity to examine anti-feminist
and anti-gender politics within a broader context, as their prevalence indicates
a deeper social, economic, political, and cultural crisis of liberal democracy
(Scrinzi 2014; Félix 2015). The motivation of women to become involved is
influenced by a combination of contextual factors, discourse, biography, and
potential opportunities, rather than solely by their specific interests. Felix iden-
tifies three distinct profiles among women members of the right-wing parties.
The first, designated as the “guardians of national culture”, is characterized by
a primary focus on biological, material and cultural reproduction (Felix 2017,
98). The second comprises women who “engage in military, militia, or security
structures” (Felix 2017, 101). In this case, women are positioned on an equal
footing with men, as they are permitted to participate in traditionally male-dom-
inated professions. The third category comprises individuals who “utilise radical
ideologies for personal advancement and an image of superiority” (Felix 2017,
102). These women are typically well-educated and often come from medical
and health-related professions, with a notable presence of both conventional and

Emnoaumpononowku npobnemu, H. c. 200. 20 ce. 4 (2025)



1216 LiLuaNA CICKARIC

alternative medicine practioners. They often perceive themselves as ’national
healers’, and their primary objective is to disseminate right-wing propaganda,
ideological beliefs, radical attitudes and quasi-historical facts through virtual
communities on the Internet.

Strategic Use of Women’s Descriptive Representation

The right-wing’s embrace of certain aspects of women’s rights is often a
strategic tool rather than a genuine commitment to gender equality. Bolstering
women’s descriptive representation is a relatively low-cost tool for right-wing
populist parties to broaden their electorate and increase their vote share. Rather
than enacting costly shifts of their policy platforms or adding new issues which
require messaging and explanation, right-wing populist parties often choose to
run more women for election (Coffé 2019). The key question concerns the sig-
nificance of this strategic use of representation in terms of its long-term impli-
cations and the quality of representation and gender equality in society. While
the newly elected women may potentially introduce their own policy ideas and
priorities, thereby diversifying party platform, the strategic use of women’s de-
scriptive representation may also forego important structural changes within
the party in favor of visible symbols, potentially undermining democratic rep-
resentation and the substantive impact that women can have (Catalano Weeks,
Meguid, Kittilson and Cofté 2023).

A notable increase in the presence of women leaders in right-wing political
parties has been observed across Europe. This phenomenon is accompanied by
a growing emphasis on gender-sensitive issues, which have been integrated into
the electoral campaigns of these parties. This development suggests that wom-
en within right-wing parties incorporate selected elements from the agendas of
feminist, left-wing, and social democratic movements, strategically leveraging
these elements to engage with a more diverse audience, including the female
electorate. Prominent figures such as Marine Le Pen of the French National
Front and Giorgia Meloni of the Brothers of Italy, the current Prime-minister of
Italy, exemplify the appeal that populist and right-wing parties hold for women
in contemporary European societies. These politicians have been described as
“Europe’s most dangerous women” due to their proficiency in “packaging” and
“selling” their political agendas (Geva 2020, 7; Indelicato and Magalhaes 2024,
8). The public personas combine feminine caregiving qualities with masculine
traits of proactive toughness and power.

Women’s representation in right-wing political parties in Serbia reflects a
complex interplay of strategic positioning and the reinforcement of traditional
gender roles. While there has been a notable increase in the number of women
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participating in these politics, their roles often serve to legitimize ideologies
that are not aligned with broader feminist goals (Cventin¢anin Knezevi¢ 2018;
Cickari¢ 2020). It is a paradox that the democratic backsliding evident in Serbia
has been accompanied by increased attention to gender equality (Loncar 2023).
In recent years, the Serbian parliament increased the gender quota for national
and local parliaments to 40 percent and adopted the Law on Prevention of Do-
mestic Violence (2016) and the Law on Gender Equality (2021). A large number
of women have also been appointed to executive government positions. The au-
tocratic regime presents these developments as democratic reforms, while at the
same time advancing conservative, anti-gender and anti-feminist mobilization.

A preliminary observation indicates that the strategic appointment of women
to prominent and visible party roles within the party is of particular importance,
as it has the effect of enhancing the party’s public image (Cickari¢ 2019). Con-
versely, the appointment of women to political roles may give the impression of
a certain degree of political influence. However, in reality, these women lack the
requisite political power to influence decision-making processes on significant
matters (Cickari¢ 2020). Women pursuing political careers frequently adopt a
strategy of loyalty, predominantly driven by economic gain and career advance-
ment, whereas women’s interests and gender equality remain secondary to their
political activities (Ci¢kari¢ 2015). This phenomenon is believed to be a pri-
mary factor behind the increased presence of women in higher positions within
right-wing and populist parties.

An analysis of speeches delivered by female deputies in the National Assem-
bly of the Republic of Serbia over the span of two decades period reveals a per-
sistent focus on maternal concerns, particularly the “birth rate and the survival
of the Serbian nation” (Loncar 2023, 89). This emphasis underscores the notion
that women are regarded as a “means to achieve state objectives rather than as
independent entities with their own interests” (Loncar 2023, 89). The main find-
ings indicate that ideology exerts a significant influence on political discourse,
with the most substantial transformations occurring within the right-wing polit-
ical parties. These parties have strategically balanced anti-gender rhetoric with
traditionalist stances, a maneuver designed to maintain electoral support.

Methodology
This case study entailed a critical analysis of the discourse surrounding

women members and officeholders in the Serbian Movement Dveri (Dveri), a
party that is recognized as a nationalist and right-wing political organization.'

! Dveri has exhibited strong nationalist tendencies and pro-Russian and EU-skeptic
orientations, which have been particularly pronounced since the early 1990s. Following
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This political party was selected as the representative for a number of reasons.
It promotes right-wing, conservative, and traditionalist ideas and attitudes con-
cerning family life, the role of women in society, motherhood, gender equality,
and the rights of the LGBTQIA+ population. Despite its exclusion from govern-
ing structures, this party has been the most vocal in the public sphere regarding
the promotion of such values for many years. Its active involvement in political
life and presence in the Serbian Parliament for two mandates, have rendered it
as a prominent actor in the establishment of the value-normative framework of
Serbian society.

The critical discourse analysis is selected as an interdisciplinary approach
for it focuses on how language, in both spoken and written forms, reflects, re-
inforces, and challenges power structures, ideologies, and inequalities in so-
ciety. It considers both, political and sociocultural context, intertextuality and
representation (Wodak and Meyer 2009). The analysis covered the period from
2018 to 2023, and included the following sources: the first component focuses
on the party’s political program, particularly its sections pertaining to family
policy and the social status of women; the second encompasses documents (45)
concerning women'’s issues that have been published by Women’s Force Dveri;
the third part involves interviews with prominent women politicians from Dveri
(6); and the fourth analyzes speeches and press conference statements by pol-
iticians and party leaders from Dveri. Most of the relevant documents are still
accessible on the official website of this political party.

The analysis entails the examination of the language and communication
strategies employed by female politicians to convey their messages, shape pub-
lic opinion, and influence political debates. It investigates how Dveri utilizes
discourse to construct women'’s identities and promote anti-gender and anti-fem-
inist orientation. It was hypothesized that women politicians would demonstrate
a positive orientation towards the reproductive role of women, patriarchal and
traditional family values, and nationalist issues. On the other side, anti-gender
and anti-feminist orientations would be identified as the foundational princi-
ples and core values of the ideological party’s framework. In accordance with
this objective, four categories were identified to capture discursive patterns and
communication strategies in the construction of femininity narratives: family
and motherhood, national identity, traditional values and anti-feminist rhetoric.
These categories function not only as thematic anchors but also as ideological
tools that position women within a narrowly defined framework of acceptable

the organization of the movement politically from 1999, it has undergone a process of
rebranding and repositioning its political discourse. In the 2016 elections, it even suc-
ceeded in entering the National Parliament of the Republic of Serbia. In 2022, in a coali-
tion with two other similar right-wing political organizations, they entered the Serbian
Parliament for the second time.
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roles and behaviors. Such discourses contribute to a broader strategy of social
regulation, reinforcing conservative or nationalist agendas, as well as heteronor-
mative and patriarchal structures, by aligning femininity with domesticity, re-
productive labor, and cultural preservation.

Findings and Discussion

The individual who has garnered the most attention within the political party
is the coordinator of the Women’s Force, who concurrently serves on the main
board and the presidium. The Women’s Force initiative is a programmatic en-
deavor that places emphasis on the status of women in society, with particular
attention to its implications in both the public and private spheres. The section
of the party’s political program dedicated to the status of women in society com-
prises the “Declaration on the Protection of Women’s Health” and the guidelines
for enhancing the status of rural women and safeguarding women’s labor rights.
These components of the program, in conjunction with the segment pertaining
to family policy, have played a pivotal role in fostering the discourse within the
Women’s Force. A thorough analysis revealed that the political program and
party ideology are rife with four problematic concepts.

Family and motherhood: Right-wing political discourse on women’s issues
is rooted in a complex interplay of factors, including traditionalism, ethnocen-
trism, fear, and growing intolerance of diversity. This ideological environment
provides a conducive setting for right-wing rhetoric on women’s issues. The
analyzed texts employ a conservative framing of gender roles and reproductive
rights, emphasizing the preservation of what is regarded as the “natural order”
or traditional family values. The political ideology has been observed to employ
the imagery of women as mothers, often linked to the concept of the “moth-
erland”, in order to evoke nationalist sentiment. Women party members also
cultivate an image of themselves as working mothers representing ‘““authentic
people”.

The concept of family values is prevalent and widespread in Serbian soci-
ety, appearing to be a matter of common sense and demonstrating the capacity
to mobilize significant segments of the population. The term functions as an
empty signifier, depending on the context, covering a range of meanings from
the nuclear family to the organicist understanding of the nation as a patriar-
chal extended family with rigidly defined gender roles and clear hierarchies.
According to the statements made by women members of Dveri, the “natural”
family is threatened by various social and legislative interventions regarding
reproductive rights, LGBTQIA+ rights, feminist values, and gender equality. In
2021, biology textbooks for the eighth grade of elementary school came under
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fire from Dveri, its Education and Science Council, for “propaganda of homo-
sexuality and transgenderism” (Jovanovi¢ 2023). It happened in the midst of the
debate on the Same-Sex Marriage Law, which was eventually withdrawn from
the legislative procedure, as were the textbooks from standard courses.

A salient strategy employed by women in Dveri entails the manipulation
of family policy, motherhood, and the dichotomy between public and private
spheres to disseminate anti-feminist messages. The proposed social policy re-
forms, while ostensibly aimed at safeguarding the interests of women and moth-
ers, serve as a veil for the underlying tenets of the national socialist propaganda
platform, which was a central theme of the electoral campaigns. The most fre-
quently used slogan in election campaigns, Women and mothers will save Serbia
(B.0.) encapsulates the prevailing discourse surrounding traditional women’s
roles. The concepts of family and motherhood are pervasive in all official doc-
uments, media captions, and message boxes, encapsulated by the following slo-
gans and statements:?

Homes full of children: that’s politics. (B.O.)

Working woman should be guaranteed protection against dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or maternity leave (M.J.)

We are grateful to mothers, sisters, wives, for their invaluable contributions
to the well-being of our families. (D.M.G.)

Proclaim May 15, International Family Day, as a public holiday (D.S.)
Reducing violence by strengthening the family. (N.R.)

National identity: Women politicians affiliated with Dveri are the most vocal
in their public advocacy for the preservation of the ‘strength of the nation’ and
the ‘strength of the national economy’. They espouse the heterosexual nuclear
family as the guarantor of traditional values and the guardian of ‘national iden-
tity’. A strong reactionary equation exists whereby women are primarily associ-
ated with their role as mothers and educators, thereby implying that women are
the ‘mothers of the nation’. The stance against abortion exemplifies a regressive
reduction of women’s status to their reproductive role. Furthermore, the cam-
paign aimed to enhance the birth rate as a core element of population policy,
spearheaded by the Ministry of Family Care and Demography, underscores a
prevailing sentiment that the interests of the Serbian majority supersede those
of minority groups.

The central question, therefore, is whether attitudes toward women in pol-
itics can be separated from broader ideological agendas, which are primarily
characterized by nationalist, isolationist, pro-Russian, and EU-skeptic politics.

2 https://dveri.rs/zasto-dveri/program/porodicna-politika accessed May 22 2024

Issues in Ethnology and Anthropology, n. s. Vol. 20 Is. 4 (2025)


https://dveri.rs/zasto-dveri/program/porodicna-politika

REPRESENTING WOMEN IN RIGHT-WING PARTY POLITICS 1221

A thorough examination of the discourse reveals the following priority con-
cepts: ‘unity of the nation’, ‘national cohesion’ and ‘national pride’. In their
political program, party representatives emphasize restrictive immigration pol-
icies, advocate economic protectionism, and refute feminist assertions that war,
racism, hierarchy, and repression are not inherent in women’s preferences. All
these concepts are in direct opposition to gender equality and women’s rights
issues and are strategically employed to garner votes from a conservative and
traditionally oriented elder population, reinforcing patriarchal values and chal-
lenging the hegemonic masculinity that perpetuates such a system of values.
The statements issued by women members of this party serve as a valid illustra-
tion of the findings previously documented.’

Women do not require power and equality. They must be the pillar of the
state, just as they are the pillar of every family and nation. (D.S.)

Abortion is a sin for both the woman and the doctor. (M. J.).

National unity and cohesion, especially in times of crisis, inside and outside
the state, should be the priority values. (D. M. G.)

Traditional values: The primary conflict in the discursive patterns of right-
wing populism emerges in the defense of so-called traditional family values
against the ‘attack’ of progressive actors, who are characterized as ‘domestic and
foreign traitors’. The defense of the traditional family is framed as a defense of
the ‘natural order of the world’, grounded in gender complementarity, sexual and
physical differences, and biological determinism. The insistence on a traditional
family structure based on gender asymmetry and its attendant hierarchies’ forms
part of a broader rejection of ideas and practices of social and human equality.

The primary objective appears to be the deliberate neglect of the underlying
causes of sexism, misogyny, and violence, while simultaneously minimizing
the role and contribution of key actors in engendering such adverse phenomena.
Such policies are inherently incompatible with the promotion of gender equal-
ity because they deny the existence of a plurality of identities and experiences.
Consequently, they underestimate the diversity and gender differences that are
present in society. This approach is problematic because it fails to consider the
distinct needs and interests of women. Instead, it equalizes the rights and privi-
leges of women and men.

It is imperative to employ media strategies recruited by women in Dveri to
neutralize and relativize sexism under the guise of an objective view of wom-
en’s position in society. A pervasive notion exists that sexism is a matter of
individual conduct, rather than a systemic manifestation of class, social, and
gender oppression and inequality. Moreover, the assertion is frequently made

3 https://dveri.rs/novosti/zenska-snaga-dveri accessed May 22 2024
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that women have a propensity to exaggerate in their pursuit of rights. This ap-
proach, frequently adopted by women politicians affiliated with right-wing and
populist parties, involves the deliberate decontextualizing of women’s emanci-
pation, replacing it with the experiences of individual women. In this manner,
the discourse surrounding gender issues is manipulated to serve as a vehicle for
disparaging women through the guise of a pseudo-feminist rhetoric. This prac-
tice undermines the concept of gender equality.*

Genderization of society, or gender equality, is a smokescreen to hide the
globalist oligarchies’ war against the common people. (N.R.)

Sex education in primary schools is viewed as promoting promiscuity or “an-
ti-family” values. (D. S.)

Anti-abortion stances are aimed to increase the national birth rate. (K. B.)

Anti-feminist rhetoric: The rhetoric employed by women politicians in Dveri
exemplifies a radical anti-feminist discourse, a phenomenon that has been ob-
served among right-wing political actors. These politicians have been known to
successfully conceal their anti-feminist attitudes through rhetoric that superfi-
cially appears to espouse feminist values. This enables them to create a softer
image that can be adapted to a specific social context. Upon entering the polit-
ical arena, women affiliated with such parties employ a variety of strategies to
gain respectability and authority.

In the context of discourse surrounding women’s rights, the prevailing ob-
jective is to affirm the acceptability of women’s position. However, the concept
of gender is often met with denial, belittlement, and ridicule, leading to its char-
acterization as ‘fabricated’, ‘fake’, ‘quasi-feminist’, or ‘absurd’. This prompts
the question of whether women from Dveri genuinely espouse women’s rights
and what lies behind their slogan and pre-election rhetoric, such as the assertion
that ‘women do not require additional rights, but rather more privileges’. This
discourse is characterized by a pervasive anti-feminist sentiment, accompanied
by leftist rhetoric, twisted in assertion that ‘in genuine democracy, women are
expected to play an important role’. Typical statements that illustrate previous
observations are the following:’

False narratives about so-called gender equality and the promotion of femini-
sm as values that are not based on the real struggle for the betterment of women
in society. (K.B.)

False feminism has placed women in an unnatural and challenging position,
requiring them to work hard and shoulder unnecessary burdens in order to equ-
alize with men. (M.J.)

4 https://dveri.rs/zasto-dveri/program/porodicna-politika accessed May 22 2024
5 https://dveri.rs/novosti/zenska-snaga-dveri accessed May 22 2024
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Right-wing and populist parties have historically relied on women to sub-
stantiate the legitimacy of their policies, particularly within the electoral base
that will guarantee their involvement in governing. This phenomenon, termed
“right-wing feminism,” deviates from the original feminist movement, which
it ostensibly disparages as “false feminism.” This dichotomy is exemplified in
the political program of Dveri. It has been replicated across the European polit-
ical context, where it is referred to as a post-feminist agenda, characterized by
politicians from right-wing and populist parties who appropriate the legacy of
left-wing politics in order to mobilize the female electorate.

Conclusions

This case study examined the position of women’s issues and gender equality
within the discourse of the politicians from right-wing political party Dveri. In
accordance with this objective, four categories were identified to capture discur-
sive patterns in constructing a femininity narrative: family and motherhood, na-
tional identity, traditional values, and anti-feminist rhetoric. A critical discourse
analysis of statements made by women politicians revealed a favorable stance
on the traditional role of women, nationalist and patriarchal values, as well as a
rejection of feminist ideals and promotion of anti-gender politics. These issues
were identified as the foundational principle of this party’s ideological frame-
work. Starting from Butler’s theoretical insights into the performativity of gen-
der, as well as the critiques offered by McRobbie regarding post-feminism and
anti-feminism, the analysis confirmed that politicians from Dveri use retrograde
narratives to discipline gender identities and delegitimize feminist struggles for
gender equality (Butler 2015; McRobbie 2013).

In light of the contextual constraints imposed by the case study method and
the limitations inherent in critical discourse analysis, particularly with regard to
subjectivity, reduced interpretation of messages, and exclusive focus on dom-
inance and ideology, many inquiries remained unresolved. Despite these lim-
itations, certain conclusions can be derived concerning the representation of
women in right-wing politics.

The main conclusion is that women’s political representation is utilized to le-
gitimize the right-wing populist political values and to foster the key concepts of
the gender backsliding and de-democratization processes in Serbia. The specific
gender discourse of the right-wing party Dveri implied the use of gender prejudic-
es and stereotypes, anti-feminism, sexism, and nationalist approach as dominant
patterns in the construction of women’s identities. Therefore, it is necessary to
stress the impact of the negative consequences that this kind of politics produces
in the political life of Serbia. Politicians from Dveri weaponize gender equality to
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target racialized others. They espouse heteronormative family ideologies and join
forces with conservative religious actors in opposing gender equality.

The second conclusion is that women politicians in Dveri are acutely aware
of the role they are expected to perform and endeavor to justify their involve-
ment in high positions by demonstrating a willingness to follow the instructions
of their party leaders and to foster patriarchal norms and prejudices. Upon en-
tering the political arena, they employ a variety of strategies with the objective
of gaining respectability and authority. One strategy involves the manipulation
of family politics and motherhood, while the other prioritizes issues such as
national unity, cohesion, and identity. The objective of these issues is to garner
votes from the general population, thereby reinforcing patriarchal values and
challenging the hegemonic masculinity that perpetuates such a system of values.

The third conclusion reveals several specific discursive tactics and commu-
nication strategies employed by Dveri politicians in practice: a) marking gender
ideology as a conspiracy and threat to tradition, nation and moral order; b) pro-
tecting family and children from indoctrination; c) using natural order rhetoric
with reference to motherhood; d) employing mockery and irony; e) focusing on
certain gender issues that provoke (gender sensitive language, school curricula,
transgender rights, parental rights). The repercussions of such a political agenda
would be detrimental and far-reaching. This phenomenon has been observed to
lead to a decline in public support for gender equality and LGBTQIA+ rights,
particularly among less informed or more socially conservative demographics.
It also exerts a significant influence on media discourse, contributing to the
normalization of skepticism and hostility towards feminism and gender equali-
ty. Finally, it ultimately gives rise to gender backlash and societal polarization.
Although much anti-gender discourse focuses on LGBTQIA+ issues, it often
comes with rollback or resistance to feminist claims (abortion rights, violence
against women) by denying systemic gender discrimination, or by emphasizing
traditional gender roles. For example, claims by Dveri politicians that gender
discrimination is no longer a problem in many respects limit the perceived need
for feminist policy reform.

The relationship between right-wing politics and women’s representation
is an issue that merits further investigation. However, the increasing presence
of women in leadership roles within right-wing political parties challenges the
prevailing notion that there is a direct correlation between the two. The prolifer-
ation of right-wing populism on a global scale has enabled the interconnection
of national initiatives with the repatriation of society. Moreover, it has exposed
the inherent contradictions of the oppressive status of women. Backsliding and
de-democratization processes worldwide pose a series of important challenges
to established understandings of gender policy change in various social and po-
litical contexts.
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Penpesenmosarve scena y nonumuyu decruye —
cayuaj Cpnckoe nokpema J{eepu

Hamepa oBor TekcTa je &a ojiakimia cBeOOYXBATHO pa3yMEBambe 3aCTYIIhe-
HOCTH keHa y aecHnuapckoMm Cprickom nokpery [Isepu (/IBepu). Penpesenra-
I1ja )KeHa Ce MOYKe TYMa4HTH Kao CJIOKEHa M Ha MIPBU IOTJIE/l KOHTPaAUKTOPHA
WMHTEPAaKIIMja CTPATEHIKOT MO3HIMOHUPAkha Y MOJUTUIM U jadama TPaguiuo-
HAJIHUX POJHHX yJora u BpenHoctu. Mako je gounnio o 3HadajHOT mopehama
Opoja eHa y cTpaHKama JICCHOT TIOJIMTHYKOT CIIEKTPa, HhUXOBE YIIOTEe YECTO
CITy’Ke JIETUTHMHU3AIU]H HIICONIOTHja KOje HUCY Y CKIIAy ca IIMJbEBUMA 3allTH-
T€ MpaBa JK€Ha M POIHE PaBHONPABHOCTH. Y CKJIAAY ca YBOJHHMM II0jMOBHMA,
CIPOBEICHO j€ KBaJIUTaTHBHO UCTPaKHBambe KOopUlIhemeM KPUTHUYKE aHAIn3e
JMCKypca CTpaHauYKuX TOKyMEHaTa, TOBOpa U HHTEPBjya ca JKeHaMa WiaHHIama
u (QyHKIMOHepKaMa y cTpaHiy JIpepu. M3abpaHa je oBa cTpaHka 3a CTYIH]y
ciydaja, 003UpOoM J1a C€ UCTHYE CBOjOM aHTH(EMUHUCTHIKOM OPHjCHTAITH]jOM U
UJICONONIKMM MaHUTYIIUCAhEM KaTeroprjaMa MajunHCTBa, MOPOJMIIE, HAIH]e,
BEpE U Tpaaulyje, y CBPXY KOHCTPYHCama CIEUUPHUIHOT OJTUTUIKOT UACHTH-
TeTa >KeHa, IPOMOLIMje aHTUPOJHE UACOJIOTHje U MOOHIN3alH]je IOAPIIKE KOH-
3epBaTHBHOT OMPAYKOTr TeJa.

AHaIM3MpameM JTUCKypca, JIONUIO Ce JI0 YBHJA Jia TOJHTHYAPKE y OBOj
CTpaHIM 3aCTyNajy HM3pa3suTo AaHTU(PEMHUHUCTHYKE W aHTHUPOJHE CTaBOBE Y
CBOJUM jaBHHMM HACTyNMMa, Ka0 pe3yliTarT yTHlaja HAMOHAUCTUYKE, TPaIH-
[[MOHAJIHE U MaTpHjapXaJHe MaTPHIIE IPYIITBEHUX BPEITHOCTH Ha CTaTyC U yJ0-
Ty J)K€Ha y CpPIICKOM ApPYHWIITBY. IbyxoBH CTaBOBH 0 poay cy 3ampaBo amMOuBa-
nentHH. C jeHE cTpaHe, KOPUCTE POTHY PAaBHOMPABHOCT Kao OpYXKje Kako Ou
MIPUBYKJIA OHE KOJH CY APYTadHjH, a ca IPyre CTpaHe, 3acTyIajy XeTepoHOpMa-
TUBHE MMOPOJAMYHE UCONIOTHje U YIPYKY]y CHAre ca KOH3epBaTUBHUM BEPCKHM
aKTepruMa Kako OU ce CYyNpOTCTABUIIH KOHIIENTY POHE PABHOMPABHOCTH.

Pesynratu notBphyjy Ia skeHe y OBOj CTPHALM YJIACKOM y HOJIUTHKY, CBEC-
HO 3ay3MMajy BHIIEC paHTUpaHe MO3UIHje U KOPUCTE pa3HEe JUCKYP3HBHE U KO-
MYHUKaIIHOHE CTpaTeryje Jia Ou: a) poJHy WACOJIOTHjy O3HAUMIIE Kao 3aBepy U
MpeTHky TPaAWIUjU, HAIIUjH U MOPAITHOM TMOPETKY; 0) MOPOAMILY U ACIy 3alll-
TUTHJIM OJI MHJOKTPUHAIIH]E; 1) KOPUCTHIN PETOPUKY MPUPOTHOT IOpPETKA Y
BE3U Ca MajYMHCTBOM W TIOPOTUYHUM BPETHOCTHMA; J) TIOJACMEBANH CE M Ka-
PHUKHpaJId cajyKaje pOJHE paBHONPABHOCTH; €) (oKycHpaau ce Ha onpehena
pOAHa MUTama Koja MPOBOLUPAjJy (POIHO OCETIbUB je3HK, IIKOJICKH MPOrpaMH,
TpaHC TpaBa, poAMTeJbCcKa mpasa). Ilocienuiie TakBe MOMUTHYKE areHAE CY
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mTEeTHEe U AanekocexHe. [IpuMeTHO je 1a oBaj (eHOMEH TOBOIM IO Taja jaB-
HE MOJPIIKE 332 POIHY PAaBHOIPABHOCT M MPaBa CEKCYaHUX MarmbHHA, TOCEOHO
mehy Mame HH(DOPMUCAHUM WM JPYIITBEHO KOH3EPBAaTUBHUjUM rpynama. OH
BPIIM 3HayajaH yTUIA] Ha MEOMjCKH TUCKYpC, AoNpuHOCehrn HOpMaIu3auuju
CKENTHIIM3MA U 000JHOCTH MpemMa PeMUHU3MY M POJIHOj paBHONpaBHOCTH. Ha
npuMep, TBPIIkE MOTUTHYapa u3 J{Bepu 1a poaHa JUCKpUMHHAIHM]jA HHje HUKA-
KaB JIpyIITBEHU MIPpoOIeM, Yy MHOTHM aclieKThMa orpanndaBa 00pOy 3a MmomTo-
BarbeM KEHCKHX IIpaBa U (PeMHHUCTHYKUAM NOJIUTHIKHM pedopmama.

KibyuHe peum: XeHe, NMOMUTHYKA peNpe3eHTalyja, MOJIUTHKA IECHHUX
CTpaHaka, cTyauja ciaydaja, Cprcku nokpet [Bepu

Défense des intéréts des femmes dans la politique des partis de droite:
L’exemple du Mouvement serbe de Dveri

L’intention de cet article est de contribuer a la compréhension globale de la
représentation des femmes dans le mouvement politique serbe de droite, Dveri.
L’objectif de I’article est d’analyser de quelle fagon les femmes politiciennes
plaident dans leurs discours publiques pour les intéréts des femmes et 1’égalité de
genre. Un autre aspect important est celui de mettre en relief la maniére dont les
femmes membres de ce parti prennent des positions antiféministes et anti-genre
dans leurs discours publiques comme résultat de I’influence de I’'idéologie poli-
tique nationaliste, conservatrice et patriarcale. Dans le travail est effectuée une
analyse critique discursive des documents, des discours et des interviews avec
ses adhérents et ses cadres femmes, publiés sur le site web officiel du parti.
Les résultats de 1’étude confirment que les femmes politiciennes liés a ce parti
utilisent une suite de stratégies dans I’objectif de gagner en réputation et en au-
torité. Une des stratégies consiste en la manipulation par la politique familiale et
par la maternité, alors qu’une autre donne ’avantage a des questions telles que
I’unité nationale, 1’identité nationale et les valeurs traditionnelles. L’orientation
anti-genre et antiféministe est évidente dans toutes les allocutions et déclara-
tions publiques. La principale conclusion de cette étude est que I'utilisation de la
représentation politique des femmes sert a la légitimation des valeurs politiques
populistes de droite et au développement des concepts fondamentaux de régres-
sion de genre et des processus de dé-démocratisation en Serbie.

Mots clés: femmes, représentation politique, politique des partis de droite,
étude de cas, mouvement serbe de Dveri
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