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Nevena Novaković
Institute of Social Sciences 
Belgrade, Serbia

THE CULTURE OF LATE CAPITALISM AND THE 
RELATIVIZATION OF RELIGIOSITY THROUGH THE 
FLUIDITY OF LIFESTYLE

The culture of late capitalism not only promotes specific values, 
among which adaptability and flexibility are particularly important, 
but also presupposes the ideal neoliberal subject: the consumer. 
This raises the question of the survival strategies of religion in late 
capitalism, and the ways in which religiosity adapts to the market, 
consumer society, and the fluid, highly individualized life of the 
individual (Bauman). In the world of the new spirit of capitalism 
(Boltanski & Chiapello), capitalist virtues are highly valued: flexi-
bility, adaptability, autonomy, constant mobility and networking, 
a project-based logic, and horizontality, with a particular emphasis 
placed on creativity and innovation (largely oriented toward the 
market), as well as the integration of all forms of critique.

Since Judeo-Christian religiosity (as the most dominant in what 
we call “Global West”), in its essence, stands in stark opposition 
to the shifting currents of the new spirit of capitalism, this pa-
per will examine the ways in which religiosity, as well as religious 
affiliation, persists within the late-capitalist milieu. Furthermore, 
it will explore how religiosity has come to function as a lifestyle, 
whether through adaptation, or through capitalist integration and 
absorption of its own critique. The aim of this theoretical inquiry 
is to intersect postmodern interpretations of the world with re-
ligious perspectives, in search of points of overlapping between 
the fluid way of life and religious belief. This paper does not aim to 
provide definitive answers; rather, it will explore the topic through 
discourse and image analysis (symbols as a form of communication 
with the Other), focusing on religious influencers on Instagram.
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