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POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF RELIGIOSITY, 
POSTMATERIALISM AND ETHNO-NATIONALIST 

ATTITUDES IN NETHERLANDS*

The paper analyzes the political consequences of religiosity, post-materialism and

nationalist attitudes. According to modernization and secularization theses, ideological orien-

tations such as religiosity and (ethno)nationalism are supposed to decline in political rele-

vance as modernizations progresses. On the other side, in the era of political de-alignment and

re-alignment, political space is supposed to be determined by the 'new politics' ideological

dimensions, of which post-materialist orientation is the most familiar.

In order to examine the implications of these theoretical perspectives, this paper ana-

lyzes the ability of the aforementioned orientations to explain various aspects of political atti-

tudes and behavior, such as the support for democracy, party preference, or ideological iden-

tification. The outlined problems are examined using data the Dutch Parliamentary Election

Studies (DPES). Several features make the Netherlands an appropriate case to address these

problems. These include the sharp trend of secularization, but accompanied by the persisting

religious political cleavage. More recent trends of post-materialist and anti-immigrant poli-

tics have also been early and vividly expressed in the Netherlands. 

The main findings show that ideological orientations such as post-materialism, religios-

ity, and ethnocentrism, continue to be important for explaining various aspects of political
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attitudes and behavior in the Netherlands. The results also indicate that modernization and
‘post-modernization’ theories are imperfect explanations for the observed trends. 

Key words: modernization, secularization, values, ideology, political attitudes, party
preferences, the Netherlands.

Introduction: the changing role of political values

Among various ramifications of major social transformations, changes in basic
societal values and ideological coordinates are supposed to occur. Thus, while reli-
gion was the defining element of the medieval worldview, the process of moderniza-
tion has brought about the widespread secularization. Religion, it was argued, will
retreat to the private sphere, outside of political life. Likewise, while early modern era
gave birth to nationalist ideology, and created the (imagined) ethnic belonging as the
locus of state sovereignty (Gellner, 1983, Greenfeld 1992), this ideology has been
expected to decline in appeal and political influence in the post-modern era, and with
the growth of supra-national political entities, in particular the EU. While these two
ideological dimensions have been expected to decline, the post-materialist worldview
has been seen as a perspective increasingly defining the contemporary political dis-
course. 

Academic literature has provided ample evidence of the existence of these
trends, yet the trends do not seem to be linear as the great theories of value changes
expect. Religious parties remain active and influential in most European countries.
The political role of religion on the global scale is more than clear, giving rise to the
claims that we are witnessing the 'clash of civilizations' based largely on religious
divisions (Huntington, 1996). The collapse of the Eastern European socialist systems
was accompanied by the upsurge in ethnic nationalism, which provided legitimacy
for the foundation of a number of new countries in this region. In more developed
European regions, post-materialist value transformation (or the 'silent revolution',
Inglehart, 1977) shook the established party systems and transformed the political
discourse. The most obvious manifestation of the shift are various ecological and
other parties, often grouped under the label of 'new politics' (Dalton, 1988). Yet, the
success of such parties has remained limited, and it increasingly seems that the tradi-
tional politics incorporated the post-materialist issues, rather than being fundamental-
ly changed by them.

The aim of this paper is to examine the political influence of these key values
and ideological orientations, using public opinion survey data. More specifically, the
paper analyzes the utility of the ideological and value orientations for explaining
political attitudes and behavior. By looking at temporal trends in the association
between these values and various measures of political attitudes and behaviors, it is
possible to test the claim of grand theories of societal changes that the political roles
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of the outlined value orientations are the large scale, unidirectional changes. The
alternative possibility, i.e., that the trends do not follow linear pattern would support
the view that the political roles of the ideological orientations are affected by short-
term factors.

The empirical basis for this study is provided by the Dutch series of election
studies of public opinion, conducted over several decades. The Netherlands is an
especially appropriate case to address these problems. The trend of the initial sharp
secularization and then persisting religious cleavage is clearly outlined here. The
Dutch have also been found to be among the most postmaterialist nations (Inglehart
and Abramson, 1994). Finally, the new trend of anti-immigrant politics has been early
and vividly expressed in the Netherlands, indicating the importance of nationalist and
ethnocentric attitudes. 

Societal prevalence of certain political values and orientations does not neces-
sarily imply their relevance for explaining individual differences in political attitudes
and behavior. In fact, universally accepted values, though important for understand-
ing macro-level political features, are hardly useful for explaining variations in indi-
vidual-level behavior. Values that are controversial and politicized are more likely
candidates for politically relevant orientations. Hence, the overall decline in some val-
ues could easily be accompanied by their stable or even increasing explanatory value.

When speaking about the relationship between values and politics, the first ques-
tion is what is meant by the ‘political role’ of values. In this case, this concerns the
extent to which values are able to explain some important political attitudes and
behaviors. 

The DPES studies contain a quite extensive set of variables measuring various
aspects of political attitudes and behaviors. For the present purpose, political variables
are classified in three groups. 

The first group of variable deals with the general attitude toward democracy. It
involves both the normative orientation towards the political system (satisfaction with
democracy), and more evaluative aspects, such as political cynicism. This set of vari-
ables is termed belief in democracy variables. 

The second set of variables deals with the general orientation towards party pol-
itics. Since political parties are central agents in contemporary representative democ-
racies, especially those based on proportional electoral systems such as the
Netherlands, the political role of values cannot be properly analyzed without taking
into account this aspect. 

Values are also expected to be related to explicitly political dispositions. Hence,
the third set of variables includes measures of ideological orientation and perception. 

General theories of value change suggest that the political role of basic value ori-
entations should follow their societal prevalence - religiosity and ethnocentrism
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should be decreasingly and post-materialism increasingly associated with political
attitudes. This is the most general hypothesis examined in this paper. Hence, for
instance, the modernization theory, and especially the secularization of politics,
would imply not just that the level of religiosity should decline, but also that politics
should be less determined by religious consideration.

Narrower theories, and specific studies, however, provide ground for more spe-
cific expectations. In the Netherlands, for instance, recent evidence suggests that reli-
gion continues to be important for explaining party preferences. Koster and van der
Waal (2007) report that religion (Christian identity) predicts preference for the reli-
gious right-wing parties (CDA, SGP, CU)1, but not for the secular right-wing party
(VVD). Hence, while the overall relevance of religion for politics may still be declin-
ing, the continuing electoral presence of small strongly religious parties shows that
this does not necessarily apply to the entire electorate.

Political implications of the post-materialist orientation is a topic that received
considerable attention among the researchers. Post-materialism is known (and expect-
ed) to predict preference for ‘new-left’ parties, and general pro-democratic orienta-
tion (e.g., Inglehart, 1990a). However, there is also some evidence that post-materi-
alism has not superseded the traditional left-right division, but rather became a part
of it. Kitschelt (1994) argued that there is a certain ‘inherent affinity’ between post-
materialist values and left-wing orientation. Expectations about the association with
the beliefs in democracy variables (political cynicism and dissatisfaction) are not
clear. Since cynicism implies alienation from the system, and alienation is sometimes
seen as providing inspiration for the liberal turn of the 1960s and 1970s in Europe
(e.g., de Koster and van der Waal, 2007), postmaterialism might be close to cynicism.
On the other side, postmaterialist are also likely to come from among the better edu-
cated and well-off citizens, and therefore should have fewer reasons for dissatisfac-
tion and rejection of the democratic system, and hence they could score low on cyn-
icism measures.

Nationalist and ethnocentric attitudes have resurrected as highly relevant politi-
cal ideologies at the end of the 20th century. In most accounts, these attitudes are asso-
ciated with the right-wing political preferences. With the appearance of the ‘new
right’ on the political scene, the conventional association with the ‘right’ has become
more problematic. For instance, the electoral breakthrough of the ethnocentric (and
socially liberal) LPF has often been explained as reflecting the public dissatisfaction
concerning the issue of immigrants, as well as a political entrepreneur who fueled and
channeled the public discontent (e.g., van der Brug, 2003, Zwan, 2004, Bйlanger and
Aarts, 2006). The implications for political preferences in the Netherlands are
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twofold: ethnocentric orientation should be important for explaining preference for
the anti-immigrant parties, but also increasingly for other parties as the issue became
politically salient. The more a party has an outspoken attitude on the issue, the more
relevant ethnocentric orientation should be for the respondents’ preferences.
Furthermore, ethnocentrism should be opposed to democratic orientation, and asso-
ciated with cynicism and dissatisfaction. 

METHOD

Data and samples

The analyses are based on the Dutch Parliamentary Election Study (DPES)2

data. DPES studies are based on face to face interviews using probability samples of
Dutch population, typically conducted in at least two waves – before and after parlia-
mentary elections. The number of respondents per survey in all studies is over one
thousand. The samples are constructed so that they are representative in terms of
basic socio-demographic characteristics, such age, gender, education. The cumulative
data set, with studies from 1971 to 2006, is freely accessible through the DANS
archive.3 Further methodological information about these surveys can be found there.

Variables

Post-materialism

DPES surveys from 1989, 1994, 2002, and 2003 employed the standard 4-item
operationalization of materialist vs. postmaterialist value orientation. Respondents are
asked to rank four political goals according to their order of preference. Those who
chose reducing inflation and maintaining order as their first two preferences are clas-
sified as materialists. Those selecting ‘More say in politics', and 'Freedom of speech'
as the most important goals are classified as postmaterialists. Respondents with value
priorities that mix the two categories are coded as ‘mixed’ type, and placed in-
between the two former categories on the continuum from materialism to postmate-
rialism.

Religious orientation

DPES surveys contain a number of religiosity indicators. Frequency of religious
service attendance is one of the most frequently used indicators in survey research.
Presently, this variable is coded on a scale from 0 meaning ‘not religious’, to 5, mean-
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ing attending religious service at least once a week. Political aspects of religion are
captured by the question: ‘Religion is a good guide in politics’ (variable V52_1).
There are also several items that ask about the support for the existence of confes-
sional political parties, trade unions, schools, and broadcasting organizations. These
items are combined into a a composite measure labeled the confessional attitude
score.

In order to construct an index of religiosity that captures both the behavioral
aspect of one’s relationship to institutional religiosity (religious service attendance),
and views on the political role of religion (the confessional attitude score), I construct-
ed a summary measure of religious orientation that is used throughout the paper. This
Religious Orientation Scale (ROS) is defined here as the average score on the reli-
gious service attendance item and the confessional attitude score. Both input meas-
ures were first rescaled to the range from 0 to 1, hence the ROS scale has the same
range. The goal was, on the one hand, to obtain a more reliable measure, and, on the
other, to obtain a measure that is more general, i.e., which includes both initial
aspects.

Ethnocentric orientation

DPES studies are imperfect concerning the possibility to operationalize nation-
alist/ethnocentric orientation. There are two indicators that are used over several elec-
tion studies. One concerns the attitude towards asylum seekers (agreement with this
item means ‘Send back as many asylum seekers as possible’), and the other concerns
Ethnic minorities i.e., "foreigners and ethnic minorities".4 Agreement with the latter
item means that ethnic minorities “Should completely adjust to Dutch culture”. For
respondents, the reference to ethnic minorities typically means immigrants from
Suriname, Morocco, Turkey, and recently Eastern Europe. Throughout the rest of the
paper I concentrate on the attitude towards ethnic minorities, interpreting it is as a
measure of ethnocentric orientation.5

Measures of political attitudes and behavior 

Belief in democracy variables

A set of variables dealing with the general orientation towards democratic
regime in the Netherlands was factor analyzed. The analysis resulted in two factors,
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interpreted as (1) Democratic orientation, saturating items such as political efficacy,
political participation, interest and knowledge, and (2) Cynicism and dissatisfaction
orientation, saturating items measuring political cynicism and dissatisfaction both
with government in general, and with government policy performance. Oblimin rotat-
ed structure matrix is presented in Table 1.

Table 1 Two factors of the attitude towards democracy

Note: Oblimin rotated structure matrix.

The two factors represent meaningful political orientations, and should be relat-
ed with political values in a predicable manner. For instance, post-materialist should
be more likely to express pro-democratic orientation than materialists. Given the the-
ories that find roots of ethnocentrism in various modes of frustration, cynicism seems
to be a likely correlate of ethnocentric attitudes.

Attitudes towards party politics

Electoral participation is defined as a response to the question whether respon-
dent participated in the most recent parliamentary election. 

Party identification (PID) variable is recoded to the range 0-1, in order to make
the measure comparable over years. Higher score means stronger identification with
the selected party. 

Sympathy for different political parties is a variable that represents respondent’s
general evaluation of different political parties.6 The variable is closely related to vot-
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6 Question text for ‘sympathy score’ items: And now I would like to know from you how sympa-
thetic you find the political parties. You can give each party a score between 0 and 10. With this 0 means
that you find this party not sympathetic and 10 means that you find this party very sympathetic. What
score would you give the … (party name)?

  Factor 

Variable label  1. Democratic orientation 2. Cynical orientation 

Political interest score .73  

General satisfaction with government -.27 -.86 

Government policy satisfaction score  -.86 

Political cynicism score  .53 

External political efficacy score .38 -.45 

Internal political efficacy score .75  

Political knowledge score 0-12 .66  

Participation score, combined .60  



ing behavior, since most respondents actually vote for parties they like the best.
However, sympathy score may be more interesting for the analysis of the role of value
orientation for several reasons. Vote choice may reflect various factors, not necessar-
ily one’s preferences, such as in the case of strategic voting. Sympathy scores are also
preferable on methodological grounds. Instead of a single categorical variable, we can
analyze a set of quasi-interval variables. 

Ideological and issue orientations

Left-Right self placement is perhaps the most central measure of political orien-
tation (e.g., Fuchs and Klingemann, 1990), and is expected to have clear relationships
with political values analyzed here. 

Ideological radicalism or extremism is defined as the squared distance from the
neutral point on the left-right self-placement scale. 

Perceived ideological polarization (PIP) is defined as standard deviation of
respondent’s placements of different parties on the Left-Right scale.7 Higher score
means that parties are perceived as being ideologically diverse. Low scores mean that
most parties are seen as similar to each other.

Affective polarization is defined as standard deviation of ‘sympathy’ scores for
different political parties. Higher score indicates larger differences in affective reac-
tions to political parties. A similar variable was also constructed, which reflected
variations in the affective attitude towards specific politicians rather than political
parties (variable Affective polarization (politicians)).

Results

The influence of values onto political attitudes and behavior

This section presents some of the basic bivariate relationships between the exam-
ined value orientations (PM, religion, ethnocentrism) and various aspects of political
attitudes and behavior. The main focus is on the change and stability of the relation-
ships over time.

Postmaterialism and politics

The influence of the post-materialist orientation on democratic attitudes is pre-
sented in Table 2. The table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where
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democratic attitudes are regressed onto the PM value orientation. According to the
evidence, it seems that PM influences democratic attitudes, and the relationship is
stable over the three election studies. Postmaterialists score consistently higher in the
democratic orientation compared to the materialists and those with the ‘mixed’ ori-
entation.  

The association of PM with the cynicism and dissatisfaction factor is quite weak-
er. There is only a modest tendency for post-materialists to be less cynical and dissat-
isfied with democracy. The tendency, however, seems somewhat more pronounced in
2002 compared to 1998 and 1994.

The associations are in the expected directions, but also seem sensitive to short
term fluctuations. The implication is that the authors who emphasized the sensitivity
of the PM index to short-term socio-economic fluctuations, may be correct (Clarke
and Dutt, 1991).

Table 2 Postmaterialist value orientation explaining 
democratic attitudes over time

Note: Table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where PM is independent variable, and

dependent variables are the two democratic attitudes.

***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Post-materialists do not appear particularly interested in conventional party pol-
itics. Participation in elections and identification with political parties is only slightly
and inconsistently associated with postmaterialism (see Table 3). This is not surpris-
ing since this value orientation is supposed to be better in explaining unconventional
political participation, rather than participation in traditional party politics.

This, however, does not mean that post-materialists are indifferent to political
parties. They perhaps are not particularly inclined to identify with them, but, accord-
ing to the results reported in Table 4, they have clear party preferences. Post-materi-
alists express sympathy mostly for political parties on the left-wing, especially those
representing the so-called ‘new politics”. In the Dutch case it is primarily the
GreenLeft (GL), but positive coefficients are obtained also for the Socialist Party
(SP), and the more mainstream Labor Party (PvdA). 

Социолошки преглед, vol. XLVIII (2014), no. 2, стр. 141–164 

149

Year Democratic orientation  Cynical orientation  

1994 .48 *** -.09 ** 

1998 .43 *** -.14 *** 

2002 .38 *** -.21 *** 



Table 3 Postmaterialist value orientation explaining electoral participation 
and PID over time

Note: Table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where PM is the independent variable.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.
aElectoral participation is reverse-coded: higher score means ‘did not vote’.

The materialist are more inclined towards the right-wing parties, whether of
Christian-democratic orientation (CDA), liberals (VVD), or smaller religious parties
(SGP). It is also worth noting the negative association with sympathies for the right-
wing populist party, i.e., the LPF.

Inglehart’s assertion that, “The presence of materialist or post-materialist values
proves to be the most important single influence on whether a given individual will
support new social movements” (1990b, 64–65) is conformed by the obtained find-
ings, at least as long as we interpret GL a a representative of new social movements.
Post-materialism in the Netherlands, however, has a much broader influence on party
preferences, and extends across the political spectrum, including the traditional par-
ties.

Table 4 Postmaterialism explaining support for political parties over time

Note: Table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where PM is independent variable, and
dependent variables are the two democratic attitudes.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.
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Year Electoral participationa  Party identification (PID)  

1989 -.04 *** .03  

1994 -.03 * .04 * 

1998 -.06 *** .03 * 

2002 -.01  .02  

2003 -.01    

  CDA   PvdA   SGP   VVD   SP   GL  
 RPF

/CU 
 LPF  

1994 -.60 *** .24 * -.35 ** -.40 ***   1.12 *** -.32 **   

1998 -.32 *** .07  -.24 * -.40 *** .70 *** .69 *** -.07    

2002 -.38 *** .36 *** -.16  -.32 *** .66 *** .76 *** -.13  -.51 ***

2003 -.74 *** .31 ** -.30 * -.56 *** .75 *** .91 *** -.06  -.78 ***



Reflecting the relationship with party preferences, PM orientation seems to be
consistently associated with leftist ideological self-perception. According to Figure 1,
post-materialists tend to be concentrated on the center-left of the political spectrum,
while materialists and the ‘mixed’ type are distributed more around the center and
right parts of the spectrum.

Figure 1 Distribution of ideological placement 
by postmaterialist value orientation

Table 5 shows that the strength of the relationship with the left-right ideology
varies over years to a certain extent, but it is hard to notice a specific direction. The
remaining relationships displayed in the table also do not show meaningful trends
over time, nor in fact do they show stable associations.  
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Table 5 Postmaterialism and ideological orientations

Note: Table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where PM is independent variable, and
dependent variables are listed in the title row.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Religion and politics

“The core of secularization theory is that it was once believed inevitable that
modernization would inexorably, fundamentally and globally lead both to religious
privatization and secularization. The result would be everywhere an elemental
decline in religion’s social and political importance. This was believed to be the
case, regardless of religious tradition or form of dominant political power.” 

(Haynes, 2013, p. 174).

The association between the ROS scores and democratic orientation is insignif-
icant (Table 6). Also, using various component measures (e.g., political interest) that
are available for additional election years, the relationships remain insignificant, or
inconsistently varying, achieving significance only in a few studies (details not pre-
sented here).

Table 6 Religious orientation explaining democratic attitudes over time

Note: Table entries are bivariate regression coefficients (b’s), where ROS scale is independent variable,
and dependent variables are listed in the title row.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.
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Year LR  LR Extremism   PIP   Affective polariz.   
Aff. polariz. 

(politicians) 
  

1989 -.69 *** -.71 * .13 ***   .04  

1994 -.85 *** -.54  .00  .09 ** .04  

1998 -.60 *** .35  .02  .05 * .00  

2002 -.61 *** 1.05 * .06  .12 *** .09  

2003 -.90 *** -.15  .11 ** .17 *** .16 ***

Year DV: Democratic orientation   DV: Cynical orientation   

1994 -.13  -.37 *** 

1998 .13  .12  

2002 .07  .24 ** 

2006 -.09  -.78 *** 



The cynicism and dissatisfaction factor is, however, significantly related to reli-
gious orientation, but the direction changes over time. In 1994 and 2006, the religious
were relatively less cynical and dissatisfied. In 2002 the situation was apparently
reversed. It seems likely that the direction of this association is dependent on who is
in power at particular time. This shows that the influence of religious values onto pol-
itics responds to specific political context.

Some evidence of decreasing relevance of religion for politics is shown in Table
7. Namely, the religious orientation was significantly associated with electoral partic-
ipation during the 1970s and 1980s, but the degree of association had been decreas-
ing, and basically disappeared by the end of the century. Thus, while in earlier years
religion was apparently successful in mobilizing the public to take part in elections,
this power seems to be lost.

Religion, however, has remained powerful in creating emotional bonds with
political parties. The second column in Table 7 shows a quite stable significant asso-
ciation between religiosity and strength of partisanship. The coefficients over the last
10 years seem to be even above the average for the previous years. Thus, the relation-
ship with party identification, despite study-to-study variations, seems to be stable
over the surveyed 35 years.

Table 7 Religious orientation scale explaining political behavior over time

Note: Independent variable ROS scale; entries are unstandardized regression coefficients. DV-dependent
variable. 
aElectoral participation is reverse-coded: higher score means ‘did not vote’.

Evidence shown in Figure 2 confirms that affective relationship to political par-
ties remains strongly associated with religiosity. Regression coefficients are consis-
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Year DV: Electoral participationa  DV: Party identification  

1971 -.13 *** .17 *** 

1972 -.10 *** .23 *** 

1977 -.11 *** .14 *** 

1981 -.07 *** .18 *** 

1982 -.08 *** .11 *** 

1986 -.07 *** .13 *** 

1989 -.08 *** .25 *** 

1994 -.07 *** .18 *** 

1998 -.06 * .23 *** 

2002 -.02  .23 **** 

2006 -.03   .22 *** 



tently significant and high for all parties of religious orientation (CDA, SGP,
RPF/CU). The coefficients are negative for parties with explicitly non-religious ori-
entation, such as GL, SP, and even PvdA. Liking of the liberal party (VVD) seems to
be unrelated to religiosity, especially in more recent years. 

We should also note some of the changes over time. The largest change seems
to be associated with PvdA. While preference for this party was strongly anti-reli-
gious in 1980s, it became much more religion-neutral in more recent years. The
appeal of the Christian democrats (CDA) also has become less exclusively religious.

Figure 2 Influence of religious orientation on sympathy
for political parties over time (b coefficients)

Note: DV - dependent variable.

Religious orientation is decreasingly seen in the left-right ideological terms.
Coefficients presented in Table 8 show that three decades ago, religious orientation
was strongly associated with the right-wing self-identification. The association, how-
ever, shows a consistent decreasing trend, although it still remained significant in
2006.

The decreasing association with right-wing identification is also followed by the
decreasing association with ideological radicalism. Obviously, the religious respon-
dents are increasingly describing themselves in terms of centrist ideology. The asso-
ciations with the remaining ideological variables are basically insignificant.
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Table 8 Religious orientation scale explaining ideological attitudes over time

Note: Independent variable ROS scale; entries are unstandardized regression coefficients. 
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Ethnocentric attitudes and political behavior

The democratic orientation proved negatively associated with ethnocentric atti-
tudes. The association is in the expected direction, and is consistent over time (Table
9). This confirms the interpretation that ethnocentrism is not an attitude towards spe-
cific isolated groups, but that it reflects broader orientation towards democracy, in
line with Adorno et al.’s (1950) conception of the anti-democratic orientation. 

Table 9 Ethnocentric orientation explaining ideological attitudes over time

Note: Independent variable Attitude towards ethnic minorities and immigrants; entries are unstandardized
regression coefficients. 
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Political cynicism and dissatisfaction with democracy are also characteristics
associated with ethnocentric orientation. However, the relationship is insignificant in
the most recent survey (Table 9). Nonetheless, the evidence gives some ground for the
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  LR   LR Extremism   PIP   Affective polarization   

Affective pol. 

(politicians)  

1977 4.31 *** 6.50 ***       

1981 3.23 *** 5.34 *** .00      

1982 3.38 *** 3.75 *** .10      

1986 3.20 *** 4.02 *** .01  -.46 *** -.20 * 

1989 3.11 *** 4.46 *** .09    -.16 ** 

1994 2.01 *** 1.97 *** .01  .02  .00  

1998 1.44 *** .74  -.05  .02  -.13 * 

2002 1.43 *** -.25  .08  -.07  -.04  

2006 1.50 *** .96 * -.07  .00    

 DV: Democratic orientation  DV: Cynicism  

1994 -.13 *** .10 *** 

1998 -.15 *** .12 *** 

2002 -.11 *** .15 *** 

2006 -.16 *** .01  (p=.055) 



interpretation of the success of anti-immigrant parties in terms of reactions to frustra-
tion and dissatisfaction.

The associations of ethnocentrism with electoral participation and party identifi-
cation are inconsistent and often insignificant (Table 10). There is a weak tendency of
the more ethnocentric respondents not to participate in elections, especially in 1998
and 2003. This is somewhat surprising in the context of the anti-immigrant mobiliza-
tion associated with Pym Fortuyn and elections of 2002 and 2003. In 1994 and 2004,
the tendency among the more ethnocentric respondents was also to less strongly iden-
tify with political parties. 

Table 10 Ethnocentric orientation explaining electoral participation 
and partisanship over time

Note: Independent variable Attitude towards ethnic minorities and immigrants; entries are unstandardized
regression coefficients.
aElectoral participation is reverse-coded: higher score means ‘did not vote’.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Party preferences are much more strongly and consistently associated with eth-
nocentric orientation (Table 11). Although, according to the above presented results,
ethnocentrism was not a motivating force for electoral participation, it was a very
important factor in explaining preferences for specific parties. Ethnocentrism is
strongly negatively associated with preferences for the ecological and socialist parties
(GL and SP, respectively), and, to a somewhat smaller degree, PvdA. Positive asso-
ciations are observed for VVD, CDA, and especially LPF. It is also worth noticing
that the preference for the smaller religious parties is quite consistently not associat-
ed with ethnocentrism. Thus, while religiosity and ethnocentrism often seem to
belong to a common broader world-view (e.g., Wilson, 1973), the association does not
necessarily involve religiosity per se.

The table also shows some noteworthy trends over time. For instance, prefer-
ence for CDA became associated with ethnocentrism only in 2002, i.e., when the
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 DV: Electoral participation a  DV: Party identification  

1994 .009 * -.019 *** 

1998 .019 *** -.007  

2002 -.001  -.008  

2003 .016 ***   

2006 .007 * -.015 *** 



issue became explicitly politicized. The temporal politicization of the issue is also
revealed by the fact that in most cases the strongest association with party prefer-
ence is connected with the election of 2003 (coefficients displayed in boldface).

Table 11 Ethnocentric orientation explaining party preference over time

Note: Independent variable: Attitude towards ethnic minorities and immigrants. Entries are unstandard-
ized regression coefficients. DV - dependent variable.
***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Not surprisingly, ethnocentrism is consistently associated with right-wing ideol-
ogy (note that the association is strongest in 2003) (Table 12).  The increasing polit-
ical relevance of ethnocentrism is shown by the association with perceived ideologi-
cal polarization (PIP). Namely, it seems that ethnocentrism increasingly leads respon-
dents to perceive political parties as being ideologically undifferentiated.
Ethnocentrism also proved important for understanding variations in the degree of
liking of different parties and politicians. The negative association means that ethno-
centrism is associated with less differentiated affective relationships to parties and
politicians. This perhaps could be interpreted in terms of political alienation among
those with ethnocentric attitudes. 
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Year 
DV: 

CDA 
 

DV: 

PvdA 
 

DV: 

SGP 
 

DV: 

VVD 
 

DV: 

SP 
 

DV: 

GL 
 

DV: 

RPF/CU
 

DV: 

LPF 
 

1994 .06  -.26 *** .04  .22 ***   -.48 *** .00    

1998 .04  -.19 *** .11 ** .27 *** -.32 *** -.45 *** .08 *   

2002 .15 *** -.31 *** .07  .22 *** -.44 *** -.51 *** .00  .62 *** 

2003 .41 *** -.37 *** .06  .43 *** -.52 *** -.67 *** -.05  .65 *** 

2006 .15 *** -.21 ***   .20 *** -.29 *** -.39 *** -.05    



Table 12 Ethnocentric orientation explaining ideological orientations over time

Notes : Independent variable: Attitude towards ethnic minorities and immigrants. Entries are unstandard-
ized regression coefficients.  ***p<.001; **p<.01; *p<.05.

Discussion and concussions

Theories of macro-societal changes suggest the changing political relevance of
religiosity, ethnic nationalism, and post-materialism over time, due to the processes
such as modernization, secularization, European integration, and post-modernization.
To start with religion: the French Revolution marked the start of its decline from the
central place in the realm of politics. Demos, instead of Deus, became the site of polit-
ical legitimacy. Classical sociological theorists, such as Durkheim and Weber saw
industrialization and enlightenment as undermining religion from its central place in
providing axiological orientation in the world. The process of secularization seemed
irreversible, restricting religion to the private sphere (Haynes, 2013). 

While modernization meant the declining political significance of religion, it
inaugurated (ethnic) nationalism as a major force on the political scene. Gellner
(1983) argues that it was modernity, including education and literacy, that enabled the
formation of the contemporary concept of (ethnic) nation. Greenfeld, argues that
nationalism also served as a 'road to modernity' (1992). In any case, nationalist ide-
ology seems intrinsically connected with  modernity. Once the modernization process
is advanced enough, these theories seem to imply its decline. 

Political sociologists noted the extended life of political divisions based on soci-
etal cleavages long after the initial social divisions started losing their significance.
According to Lipset and Rokkan's (1967) 'freezing hypothesis', political oppositions
of the 1960 represented social divisions from the 1920s. For the present purpose, their
theory suggests the continuing relevance of the religious-secular cleavage, and center-
periphery cleavage (here represented by the ethnic majority-minority division). 

Theories of political de-alignment and re-alignment, however, suggested both the
general decline of the traditional political divisions, with or without alignments
around new political-ideological axes. In one of version of this perspective, the 'new
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Year LR  
LR 

Extremism 
 PIP  

Affective 

polarization 
 

Affective polarization 

(politicians) 
 

1994 .38 *** .37 *** .01  -.049 *** -.023 * 

1998 .41 *** .07  -.04 ** -.052 *** -.044 ***

2002 .52 *** -.20 * -.03 ** -.053 *** -.033 ** 

2003 .65 *** .13  -.06 *** -.066 *** -.043 ** 

2006 .42 *** .16 * -.04 *** -.021    



politics' of the late 20th century (and earliy 21st) is structured around new ideological
division, often interpreted as post-materialism (Dalton, 1988, Inglehart, 1990a). 

The evidence presented in this paper provides a mixed support for these theoret-
ical perspectives. On the one side, all the three examined ideological orientations con-
tinue to be political relevant. On the other side, the degree of association with politi-
cal attitudes and behavior is varying, mostly not showing clear temporal trends. 

Thus, for instance, although ethnic nationalism may be regarded as an obsolete
early-modern political orientation, its political effects do not show a declining trend.
Rather, the trends seem to respond to the changing social and political context. As the
political discourse in the Netherlands became dominated by the inter-group rhetoric,
pitting the ethnic immigrants and the indigenous population against each other, so the
corresponding value orientations gained in political influence. The trend even creat-
ed sufficient ideological space for successful new parties, such as LPF in 2002-3, and
subsequently. The trend also apparently forced ideological platform adjustments
among the established parties. In 1990s, sympathy for CDA, for instance, was not
associated with ethnocentric attitudes, but the association became significant and pos-
itive in the last three elections.

Likewise, religion apparently has not fully retreated to the private sphere, as pre-
dicted by the secularization thesis. According to Haynes, “in Europe, religion is now
deprivatized, becoming politically active in various ways and with assorted out-
comes.” (Haynes, 2013, p. 181). While this claim implies a kind of a revival of the
political role of religion, the presented evidence rather suggests that religion has never
actually been fully out of politics, even in such modernized, democratic and liberal
countries as the Netherlands.

The overall conclusion, therefore, is that value orientations, such as post-materi-
alism, religiosity, and ethnocentrism, continue to be important for explaining various
aspects of political attitudes and behavior in the Netherlands. Their effects are sum-
marized in Table 13. The observed relationships do not always fit the expectations
based on the (simplified) theories of value change, but the findings should be helpful
in developing more refined theories about the interaction between individual values
and politics.

Democratic attitudes proved to be related to the post materialist orientation, and
to ethnocentric attitudes, though in the opposite directions. On the other side, the asso-
ciation between cynicism and dissatisfaction with materialist values was weak in the
early 1990s, but may be on the rising trajectory.
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Table 13 Summary of the relationships between values and political 
attitudes and behavior

Religiosity does not seem to be consequential for one’s attitude towards democ-
racy in the Netherlands. Religious opposition to democracy seems to be a thing of the
past, at least in this country.

Electoral participation is one of the variables least based on the examined val-
ues. Religiosity was effective in mobilizing some voters in earlier decades, but even
this effect disappeared meanwhile. Motivation for electoral turnout, thus, has to be
sought in factors other than the examined values.

In accordance with the de-alignment thesis, party identification is loosing its
political relevance. The present findings show that post-materialism and ethnic atti-
tudes do not lead to strong party identifications. They perhaps are leaving party
choice open. Religion, however, is associated with strong party identification. This is
perhaps the strongest (together with the sympathy for specific political parties) polit-
ical correlate of religiosity. In this case it seems that the 'freezing hypothesis' of Lipset
and Rokkan (1967) is still useful in understanding political divisions.

Variables that are more ideological in nature, such as party sympathy scores, or
left-right self-perception, are the strongest correlates of the examined values. This is
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  PM Religion Ethnocentrism 

Democratic attitudes 

 
Democratic 
orientation 

Positive, stable over 
time 

Insignificant Stable, negative 

 
Cynical 
orientation 

Weak negative, 
increases over time 

Contradictory 
Positive, stable until 2006 
when insignificant 

Party politics 

 
Electoral 
participation 

Weak, disappeared 
Negative, decreasing, 
disappeared in 1998 

Weak, inconsistent 
(positive) 

 PID Insignificant Stable, positive 
Weak or insignificant, 
negative 

 
Sympathy  
for parties 

Stable, significant 
(positive for left-
wing parties) 

Remains significant 
for most parties 

Significant; responsive to 
context (e.g., 2003). 

Ideology 

 LR Stable, negative 
Positive, significant, 
decreasing,  

Stable, positive 

 LR Extremism Insignificant  Disappeared by 1998 Insignificant 

 PIP 
Insignificant, or weak 
positive 

Insignificant  
Significant, negative 
(except in 2006) 

 
Affective 
polarization 

Weak positive (for 
parties), seems 
increasing 

Weak or 
insignificant; 
negative 

Significant, negative 
(except in 2006) 



not surprising, since broader ideologies are based on specific sets of values. The over-
all evidence suggests that these relationships are mostly stable. Thus, the left-wing
preferences are associated with postmaterialism, lower religiosity, and ethnic toler-
ance. Preference for the right-wing parties and ideology, are more specific for mate-
rialists, the religious, and those with negative views on immigrants and minorities. 

It is interesting to note that post-materialism and ethnic attitudes often have the
opposite political correlates. For instance, the former is associated with pro-democrat-
ic orientation and left-wing ideological identification, while the later is associated
with negative views of democracy and right wing orientation. These orientations
could, perhaps, be interpreted as the opposed elements on a more general ideological
dimension, perhaps under the label of 'new politics'. Post-materialism would be a
component of the new liberal left, while ethic intolerance would belong to the pop-
ulist new right.

Finally it is important to note certain limitations of the employed research
approach, and provide suggestions for the future research. First, it would be useful to
conduct similar analyses using extended time series. The examined trends are sup-
posed to encompass large-scale changes, and in order to capture them adequately a
broader time-perspective is needed. Of course, this requires appropriate data, which
may represent a difficult problem. Second, improved operational definitions of the
examined constructs would be beneficial. While religiosity and post-materialism are
measured according to the contemporary methodological standards, measurement of
nationalist/ethnocentric orientation could be improved, that is to be more focused on
nationalist sentiments.

A promising avenue for the future research would be to include additional val-
ues and ideological orientations. In particular, this concerns orientations representing
the labor-capital political cleavage. Perhaps more importantly, future research should
extend into comparative analyses. Since the theoretical framework refers to large-
scale macro-societal changes, not specific for any particular country, additional
European countries should be included. 
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APPENDIX

Abbreviations of political party names

CDA - Christian Democratic Appeal (Christen-Democratisch Appиl)

CU - ChristianUnion (ChristenUnie)

GL - GreenLeft (GroenLinks)

LPF - Pim Fortuyn List (Lijst Pim Fortuyn)

PvdA - Labour Party (Partij van de Arbeid)

RPF/CU - Reforming Political Federation (Reformatorische Politieke Federatie; merged into CU)

SGP - Reformed Political Party (Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij)

SP - Socialist Party (Socialistische Partij)

VVD - People's Party for Freedom and Democracy (Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie)
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ПОЛИТИЧКЕ ПОСЛЕДИЦЕ РЕЛИГИОЗНОСТИ, 
ПОСТМАТЕРИЈАЛИЗМА И ЕТНОНАЦИОНАЛИСТИЧКИХ

СТАВОВА У ХОЛАНДИЈИ

У раду се анализирају политичке консеквенце религиозности, пост-материјали-
зма и националистичке оријентације. Према теоријама модернизације и секулариза-
ције, политички значај идеолошких оријентација као што су религиозност и (етнич-
ки) национализам треба да опада са процесом модернизације. Са друге стране, у ери
дисолуције традиционалних политичких подела, очекује се да ће политички простор
bити све више дефинисан идеолошким димензијама “нове политике”, чији је најпозна-
тији представник пост-материјалистичка оријентација.

У циљу испитивања импликација наведених теоријских перспектива, овде се
анализира потенцијал поменутих идеолошких оријентација у објашњавању различи-
тих индикатора политичких ставова и понашања, као што су подршка демократи-
ји, партијске преференције, или идеолошка идентификација. Анализа је спроведена на
подацима из холандске серије пост-изборних истраживања јавног мнења (Dutch Par-
liamentary Election Studies; DPES). Холандија је посебно погодан случај за овакво ис-
траживање. Прво, тренд секуларизације је тамо посебно изражен, али је истовре-
мено праћен религијском поделом у политичкој сфери. Савременији трендови ширења
пост-материјализма и анти-имигрантских ставова су се овде такође рано и изрази-
то манифестовали.

Резултати истраживања указују да идеолошке оријентације као шпто су пост-
материјализам, религиозност и етнички национализам и даље важни за разумевање
различитих аспеката политичких ставова и понашпања у Холандији. Резултати та-
кође указују да теорије модернизације и “пост-модернизације” нису довољне да би се
објаснили утврђени трендови.

Кључне речи: модернизација, вредности, идеологија, политички ставови, пар-
тијске преференције, Холандија.
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